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hen David Lankes and
his wife Anna Maria
visited Columbia in
early March to check out schools
for their two sons, one of the
people they talked with was
Andrea Tanner. Their children
are of similar age and share an
interest in competitive swimming.
David and Andrea have
something else in common.
They are our new school
directors and associate deans
in the college. There’s more
about them in this issue. David
will succeed Sam Hastings as
director of our School of Library
and Information Science in July.
Andrea became director of the
School of Journalism and Mass
Communications in December,
after serving last year as interim
director. She succeeded Tom
Weir who was interim director in
2014-15.
Yes, that’s a lot of movement
in a short period of time. But
Sam’s been director of SLIS for
10 years, and Carol Pardun was
SJMC director for six years prior
to Tom’s interim period. We
were saddened by Tom’s death
in February and our loss of a
colleague and friend.
Tom had formally retired earlier
this spring. You’ll read more about
the retirements of SJMC faculty
members Dr. Tom Klipstine and
Jay Bender in this issue.
Also retiring this spring is
SLIS long-time faculty member
Dr. Pat Feehan, last profiled in
InterCom in Spring 2013 when she
was described as having “begun
her three-year transition into
retirement.”
Wait, hasn’t Andrea been here a
while? She has. Since 1998. She’s

the rare case of someone having
been a doctoral student, faculty
member and administrator in one
place, here at USC.
David arrived at Syracuse
University as an undergraduate
and never left, until now. His
bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral
degrees are all from Syracuse,
where he’s been on the faculty of
the School of Information since
1992. Talk about change. He’s
giving up orange for garnet. Lake
effect snow for southern sun.
Last fall, we added Cindy
Justice to the college leadership
as assistant dean for student
services, a new position. Cindy
oversees advisement, placement,
scholarships and internships for
the college, working with staff in
both schools.
Only a year earlier, Brytnee
Leigh became our assistant dean
for administration and finance.
The transformation in the college
leadership and at our two schools
has been considerable, but our
continuity is intact. And our
ability to serve students, faculty
and staff is enhanced.
To better serve our alumni—
yes, you, dear readers—Rebekah
Friedman joined us last fall
as the college’s development
coordinator. Rebekah oversees
production of InterCom and our
monthly eNews digital newsletter.
She’s also a SLIS master’s
student.
I can’t say how Coach
Muschamp is doing with all the
changes on his football staff, but
our team’s in place and they’re all
stars.
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A Spotlight on:

WALTER ROBINSON

I

Robinson and his wife,
Barbara Wojtklewicz.,
celebrating "Spotlight’s"
Oscar win.
Below: Walter Robinson,
right, at the Buchheit
lecture speaking with
Randy Covington and
Cindy Justice.

Story by Gabriela Herstik

nvestigative
journalism requires
special skills, an
innate sense of curiosity,
and much preparation. “You
can’t be a good reporter
unless you have an unending
curiosity about things, and if
you have that and you become
a journalist you’ll be able to get
stories because you won’t take no as an
answer,” says Walter “Robby” Robinson.
Robinson is no stranger to persistence; he
is the Pulitzer Prize winning reporter and
editor at the “Boston Globe,” who, in 2001,
led the team of journalists who exposed
the cover up of pedophilia taking place in
the Catholic Church, in the Archdiocese
of Boston. Now, Robinson has one more
credit to add to his accomplishments –
being the subject of the Oscar winning
movie “Spotlight.”
On March 14, the journalism school
and the Buchheit Family Lecture Series
hosted a screening of “Spotlight” at
Russell House. The screening was a
chance for students to witness the power
of incredibly well-done
investigative journalism.
And it seems as if the movie
really packed a punch, with
silence as the credits rolled,
followed by exclamations of
approval as viewers walked
out.
“Spotlight” stars Michael Keaton as
Robinson, and follows the group of
four journalists – the Globe’s spotlight
team – assigned to expose the scandals
happening behind the closed doors of
the Catholic Church. If there’s one thing
that this film brought to Hollywood’s
attention, it’s the importance of good, and
truthful, journalism. During an interview

You can’t be a good
reporter unless you
have an unending
curiosity about things.

with InterCom, Robinson explained, “The
most important role that journalists have
in a society is to hold powerful institutions
accountable and stand up for people
being victimized in society.” Although
objectivity is often considered necessity
for any kind of reporting, for the Spotlight
team, a sense of anger and moral duty at
exposing the truth helped to uncover what
was going on. This same passion led to
knocking on every door, following every
lead, and eventually getting to the root
of the issue. Perseverance is another trait
that Robinson believes is important for any
good journalist.
Although Hollywood did an Oscarwinning job at creating the film, it
understates the actual experience
of investigating the Catholic Church,
Robinson points out five months of work
was turned into two hours and eight
minutes of film. Although the screenwriter
and director spent months going through
documents and interviewing the real
Spotlight team, the movie is still a drama
that ends with the first report of scandal
in the church on the front page of the
Boston Globe. Where the film stopped,
the investigation continued, and in 2002,
six hundred stories exposing the church’s
cover up of abuse were published.
ACADEMY AWARDS, USA 2016

Best Motion Picture of the Year
Best Writing, Original Screenplay
BAFTA AWARDS 2016

Best Original Screenplay
SCREEN ACTORS GUILD
AWARDS 2016
Outstanding Performance by
a Cast in a Motion Picture
BROADCAST FILM CRITICS
ASSOCIATION AWARDS 2016

Best Picture
Best Acting Ensemble
Best Original Screenplay

ALLIANCE OF WOMEN FILM
JOURNALISTS 2016

Best Picture
Best Director
Best Writing, Original Screenplay
Best Ensemble Cast

WRITERS GUILD OF
AMERICA, USA 2016

Best Original Screenplay

Investigative Journalism
Prevails
Story by Rebecca Findlay

I

n 2002, the Spotlight Team at the
Boston Globe exposed 249 priests
for allegations of sexual abuse. In 2014,
Charleston’s Post and Courier highlighted
the ineffective laws against domestic
abuse in South Carolina that caused the
state to be ranked 1st in the nation for
the number of women killed by men.
These are both Pulitzer Prize-winning
stories that show how investigative
reporting can make a difference and lead
to reform. So, why are many newsrooms
cutting back their investigative teams or
eliminating them entirely? There is no lack
of political corruption, crime, or corporate
wrongdoing to build a story; there is only
a lack in the resources required to reveal
these issues.
Mark Tatge, the Baldwin Business and
Financial Journalism Fellow and former
investigative editor and reporter, sees the
face of journalism changing in many ways.
“Investigative reporting is going through
the biggest changes because it’s costly
and requires a lot of manpower and time,”
Tatge said. “We’re in this transition period
where we’re moving from the old model of
reporting to a new one. Journalism will rise
and it will be stronger, but it will be done
in different ways.”
Twenty percent of news executives
surveyed by Pew Research Center say
that their reporters are stretched too thin
and cannot manage more than the bare
minimum of reporting. While investigative
reporting is diminishing in newsrooms,
it is expanding on the Internet and at
universities. Public service reporting is still

of value to consumers, and the Internet
assists in making a story go global much
faster.
Walter ‘Robby’ Robinson, the Boston
Globe editor portrayed in the film,
“Spotlight,” visited USC to give the
Buchheit Family Lecture. Robinson
told an overflow audience that he has
decided to remain optimistic about the
future of journalism because of the passion
he saw in his students while teaching at
Northeastern University.
“At the university, the students were and
remain excited about the possibilities of a
world that is being remade. One that they,
including students here, will help remold,”
Robinson said. “Like many of the students
here, they loved a good story, they learned
where to get information and they learned
(sometimes with great difficulty) how
to persuade people to talk. And most of
all they came to understand that good
reporting can right many wrongs; that
good reporting is often the only light that
illuminates life’s darkest corners.”
Journalists often act as the only
advocate for victims who, as Robinson
says, “have no voice but the one we can
provide.”
Robinson described the Internet as a
journalist’s double-edged sword. While it
has nearly halved the size of newsrooms,
it has also provided journalists with
reporting tools that make investigative
reporting much faster and efficient, and
has created numerous jobs in and out of
newsrooms. It seems that investigative
reporting is not dying, but evolving.

Mark Tatge, Baldwin Fellow
Top: photo provided by
The Post and Courier.

Pictured are Gold medal
reporters Glenn Smith
and Doug Pardue with
colleagues and family.

Spotlight Awards
Source: IMDb
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Welcome to SLIS

A Gamecock, Always

Story by Payton Florence
Photos provided by Jeremy
Hill Photography, NZ

Dr. R. David Lankes,
new director of the
School of Library
and Information
Science.

A

fter almost 30 years at Syracuse
University, writing over 40 book
chapters and journal articles, Dr.
R. David Lankes is joining the University of
South Carolina as Director of the School
of Library and Information Science in July.
“Professionally I have always worked best
in a team of creative folks and outstanding
researchers. I found that at the College
of Information and Communications and
in the School of Library and Information
Science,” Lankes said.
From winning the 2012 ABC-CLIO/
Greenwood Award for the Best Book in
Library Literature for his book The Atlas
of New Librarianship, to being a recipient
of the American Library Association’s
2016 Ken Haycock Award for Promoting
Librarianship, Dr. Lankes has contributed
much to the library field. “I'm a big
believer that my success is not measured
in the things I produce, but in the success
of others. As an administrator, my success
is measured by the success of the faculty
and staff I support.”
While traveling the world this past year
and learning what librarians are capable
of, Dr. Lankes has recharged his creative
energy. He witnessed the restoring of
manuscripts at the Vatican Library,
observed an open debate in Belgium
between ministers of culture, experienced
the process of integrating a turbulent
past into an optimistic future while in New
Zealand, and
reaffirmed
his faith in
the power of
librarianship
when

You look at the students and
the program and the huge
impact they have had in the
southeast, and I just can’t wait
to be a part of expanding that
work across the country.
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visiting Australia, Canada, the Netherlands,
and Pistoia, Italy. Dr. Lankes stated,
“Simply put, when you encounter smart
people dedicated to doing good and
doing well you are simply moved to
action.” He hopes to connect his world
travel experiences with the passions and
experiences of the USC faculty members
in continuing to evolve curricula.
Upon entering his first year of college at
Syracuse University, Dr. Lankes intended
on being an illustrator. However, he
realized drawing was strictly a hobby of
his and, instead, discovered a passion for
developing computer applications. Dr.
Lankes began his doctoral program at
Syracuse University during the growth of
the Internet as a resource. “It was simply a
playground for a geek like me,” he said.
Asked what he wished more people
knew about the School of Library and
Information Science, Dr. Lankes replied,
“Ask me in a year. I have a lot of listening
and learning to do first.”

Story and photo by Eva Moore

T

he School of
Journalism
and Mass
Communications at
the University of South
Carolina is no stranger to
Georgia native, Dr. Andrea
Tanner. Named director
of the journalism school
in December, Dr. Tanner is
also an alumna, graduating
with her M.A. in 1999 and
Ph.D. in 2002.
Persistence in her
field has gained her
three journalism school
leadership titles in only
three years, as the
journalism sequence head
in 2014, interim director in
2015, and most recently
director. After holding
multiple positions, Dr.
Tanner wants the luxury of
“being able to focus on one
thing in the foreseeable
future.”
As director, Dr. Tanner
will guide the school into
a future of innovative
learning and growth, while
maintaining the school’s
reputation for excellence
in media higher education.
She is confident the

journalism school’s new
building will be a great
advantage for recruiting
new faculty and students.
Her family of four has
been grateful for the
opportunity to maintain
their lives in Columbia while
Dr. Tanner pursued a career
with USC. Fortunately,
dedication to her field has
landed her a corner office
on the top floor of the new
school of journalism. Dr.
Tanner attributes much of
her own success to being in
the “right place at the right
time, and good luck.”
Utilizing her interests
in health and wellbeing,
combined with her
Bachelor of Arts in
broadcast journalism,
Dr. Tanner formed her
own path by bringing
the two together. Her
research expertise is in
media communication
of health information,
specifically focusing on
how communication
practitioners identify,
select, and develop health
messages, and how this
information contributes to

the public’s health beliefs,
attitudes, and perceptions.
She has published
extensively, including
contributing to a recent
article in The Library
Quarterly, “Dodging
the debate and dealing
with the facts: Using
research and community
partnerships to promote
understanding of the
Affordable Care Act.” Dr.
Tanner says “if you can find
work in something you care
about, you’re going to be in
that field for a long time.”
She carries her wisdom into
the classroom, advising her
students to “do something
they are passionate about.”
"Dr. Tanner brings a
lot of experience as a
professional broadcaster
and as a scholar to her
new post," said Cecile
S. Holmes, chair of the
school’s journalism
sequence. "We need both
of those perspectives
in this digital age. As a
leader, she is insightful and
effective. As a colleague,
she's the kind of person
you want to work with."

Andrea Tanner, new Director
of the School of Journalism
and Mass Communications.

9 | VISIT US: SC.EDU/CIC

Big Mo

CLASSROOM
NOT NEEDED
Story by Dillon Fagler

A

O

There are currently

254 active students

in SLIS, with a
total enrollment
of
. There are
five international
students.
For more information
about the program
contact:

410

MADONNA STOEHR
Program Coordinator
Phone:
803-777-8068
Email:
mstoehr@mailbox.
sc.edu

If it were not
for the distance
learning
opportunity, I
would not be
able to follow
my passion that
I discovered
later in life.
-Christy Sanford

btaining a master’s
degree in the library
field is a possibility for nontraditional students because of
the distributed learning system
at USC’s School of Library and
Information Science (SLIS).
Because of the online nature of
the classes, students like Christy
Sanford and Alice McMahan have
been able to gain degrees despite
their absence from campus.
Graduating in 1995 with a
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology
from USC-Upstate, Sanford
entered the business world but
found that she would rather be
a stay-at-home mom to her two
year old. Two kids and a few
years later, when her oldest son
started school, she started volunteering
for the Greenville County Schools as part
of the Parent Teacher Association and as
a substitute teacher. Almost immediately,
she fell in love with library work and
decided to go back to school in order to
be a school librarian in the Greenville and
Spartanburg area. Christy was be able to
be at home with her three children while
obtaining her master’s degree through the
distributed learning program in SLIS.
In 1986, Dr. Daniel Barron, a SLIS
professor and later director, created the
distributed learning program in order to
help students earn a master’s, even if they
were not able to physically attend class.
Madonna Stoehr, the program coordinator
for distributed learning, shared Dr. Barron’s
mission. “The specific goal in mind has
always been to meet the library and
information service needs of the people
of South Carolina by educating their
librarians—then the other states.”
Today, students can achieve a
Master of Library and Information
Science (MLIS), or Certificate of
Advanced Graduate Study in Library
and Information Science. Utilizing
computer software like Blackboard,
Adobe presenter, and video
streams, students can be anywhere
in the world and still have the
opportunity to interact with other
students and professors. The faculty
Left: Photo provided by Christy Sanford

members who run the program frequently
update their class material and technology
in order to keep the SLIS program current.
The program works on an asynchronous
delivery which allows students to access
material whenever they have the time. This
is much changed from when the program
delivered material by television to a
synchronous audience.
MLIS candidate Alice McMahan lives in
Columbia, South Carolina but loves the
flexibility of the online program because
it allows her to pack up and spend a few
days visiting her grandmother in Florida.
Also, due to the online nature of the
program, McMahan is able to pursue a
leadership development program through
her church while having a graduate
assistantship with Cocky’s Reading
Express. McMahan says, “I am able to
fit more hours into my day; I can work
on my grad school work at 7 a.m. on a
Monday, 2:30 p.m. on a Wednesday, or 10
p.m. on a Friday.” Due to the evolution of
technology, SLIS has been able to expand
the horizon of the school and now has
students internationally.
Sanford and McMahan both chose the
SLIS due to the strength of its program
and the ease in obtaining a degree in
a nontraditional way. Sanford remains
enthusiastic, “If it were not for the distance
learning opportunity, I would not be able
to follow my passion that I discovered later
in life.”

Sanford works on classwork for the SLIS masters program as her son watches.
Top: Photo Provided by Alice McMahan
Alice McMahan uses knowledge gleaned from the MLIS program
to teach a poetry lesson at Brockman Elementray.
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Big Data

s social media
continues to
grow, the study
and research in the field
of social media increases.
Using social media or “big
data,” Dr. S. Mo Jang (Big
Mo), tries to determine
how it can be used to
reflect public opinion on
controversial issues such
as gay rights and
climate change.
Big Mo, an
assistant professor in
the School of Journalism
and Mass Communications
at the University of South
Carolina, got his nickname
from combining his first
name and the “big data” in
his Twitter research. While
Facebook is arguably
the most popular social
media site “Facebook data
is private and owned by
Facebook. Twitter data is
public,” said Dr. Jang.
He collects Twitter data
by using different frames.
Frames are specific phrases
or aspects of a topic. For
the gay rights study, Dr.
Jang uses the “rights or
equality” frame and the
“religion” frame. Looking
at the data state by state,
he attempts to determine
public opinion to see if
any predictions of political

Story by Trey Williams

change may be made. He
found that if one state
“talks” more about the
rights or equality of gay
marriage, that state may
be more supportive of gay
rights and political change
may be in that state’s
future.
During his research, he
found that Hawaii “talked”
more about the rights or

While
traditional
data mostly
focused on
cause and
effect, social
media data
is starting to
change that
and focus on correlation.
Dr. Jang believes that this
new big data research is
important because
“Real time data
can make a unique
contribution to
the scholarship by
showing different
findings than
traditional research
methods, or
confirming that of
previous research.”
Traditional methods, such
as issuing surveys, depend
on the willingness of
people to fill out a survey.
People may not want to
fill a survey our or if they
do complete it, the data
is not always dependable
because the person could
have lied. The advantage
of using Twitter data is
that “people voluntarily
post things and express
opinions; they are not
answering a surveyor’s
questions,” said Jang.

Dr. S. Mo Jang

While traditional data
mostly focused on
cause and effect, social
media data is starting
to change that and
focus on correlation.
equality frame than the
religion frame. Using the
theory above, Dr. Jang
predicted that Hawaii could
be close to a policy change
and six months later gay
marriage was legalized.
On climate change, Dr.
Jang found that the United
States is divided on the
issue. “Red states talk
about the ‘hoax’ frame,
whether climate change
is a lie or not, while blue
states are more focused on
how we can deal with it,”
he said.

The daily volume
of tweets that
mention Snowden,
PRism, NSA for
the one year (2013
Jun ~ 2014 Jun).
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Roles Changing at
SJMC and CIC
Story by Davonté Biggers
Administrative roles at the School of Journalism and Mass Communications are expanding
ways to assist faculty and students, including workloads, scheduling and internships. Several
recent appointments have been made to enhance the teaching and learning experience.
DR. SHANNON BOWEN

Dr. Shannon Bowen

Dr. Shannon Bowen
is newly appointed as
the Public Relations
sequence head, making her
responsible for developing
course schedules, ensuring
students’ needs are met,
and assisting faculty with
managing their workload.
Dr. Bower returned to
South Carolina in 2012 after
teaching on the faculty of
the S.I. Newhouse School
of Public Communications
at Syracuse University.
She obtained her Ph.D. in
Communication and Mass
Communication from the
University of Maryland.
Dr. Bowen’s USC roots
date back much farther.
She received her M.A.
degree from the School
of Journalism and Mass
Communications and her
father graduated from the
university in 1972 with a
degree in chemistry.
Dr. Bowen says “Courses
are rigorous, and I expect
a lot from my students but
the end results are often
phenomenal.” She looks
forward to continuing to
use her knowledge and
experience to positively
affect the students,
faculty and staff of SJMC
while serving in her new
position.
CINDY JUSTICE

Cindy Justice
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A new college position
– assistant dean for
student services – was
created last year, with
Cindy Justice taking the
position during the fall
semester. That brought

Justice back to USC,
nearly 20 years after she
began her career in college
administration here as the
Director of Leadership and
Services Programs in the
Department of Student
Life. Justice received her
B.S. in Journalism from
Texas A&M University, her
M.S. in Student Affairs
Administration in Higher
Education from Texas A&M
University, and her M.S. in
Fundraising and Nonprofit
Management from
Columbia University.
Throughout her career,
Justice has worked in
admissions, marketing,
academic affairs, student
affairs, student and group
advisement, course
planning, orientation
programming and
more. In her new role,
Justice is responsible for
coordinating and working
with the staffs handling
advisement, recruitment,
internships and placement
for both of the college’s
schools.

work towards becoming
better communications
professionals.
Dr. McKeever received
her B.A. in Public Relations
and International Affairs
from Florida State
University, her M.S. in
Journalism from Ohio
University, and her PH.D
in Mass Communication
from University of North
Carolina-Chapel Hill.
Before obtaining her Ph.D,
Dr. McKeever managed
marketing and fundraising
initiatives for St. Jude
Children's Research
Hospital and worked with
the Chicago International
Film Festival. Since
obtaining her doctorate,
she has done extensive
research and received
several awards for it
including the Research
Paper Award from the
ComSHER Division of the
Association for Education
in Journalism and Mass
Communication (AEJMC).

DR. BROOKE MCKEEVER
Dr. Brooke McKeever will
take on the responsibility
for the school’s MMC
– Master of Mass
Communication – program
this summer, following
Dr. Tom Klipstine’s
retirement. She now
teaches undergraduate
and graduate courses
in public relations and
health communications.
Dr. McKeever states that
she is “excited to be
leading undergraduates
and graduates as they

ATLANTA ATTRACTION
Story and photos by Raven Ellis

D

aley Michael graduated from the
University of South Carolina’s
School of Journalism and moved
to Atlanta motivated to find a job in the
city she loved. The job hunt was successful
– she is employed by FOCUS Brands – and
has maintained her Carolina connections.
The relationship between USC students
and the city strengthened in 2005, when
Professor Lisa Sisk was asked by public
relations students to create a Maymester
specifically for them. “I wanted public
relations students to have the same
opportunity to explore the industry with
people who have successfully made it in
the real world,” said Sisk.
The Atlanta Public Relations Experience,
as it’s now called, relies on the close
ties Sisk has developed with Atlanta
alumni. “I make sure I keep an open line
of communications all through the year. I
become friends with the alumni and the
relationship is what keeps the connection
there,” she says. In 2016, students are
visiting the Atlanta Aquarium, AT&T,
Cohn & Wolfe, the High Museum of Art,
American Cancer Society, MSL Group
and the Georgia Aquarium. They will be
studying effective crisis communication
strategies in public relations.
USC journalism alumni in Atlanta also
were involved in the 2016 Public Relations
Student Society of America one-day
Real World Conference. Stephen Brown,
chief innovation officer at Cookerly PR
and Daley Michael from FOCUS Brands
participated.
Brown is a 2002 graduate from
USC’s School of Journalism and Mass
Communications who moved to Atlanta
and now maintains ties with fellow
gamecocks. “Garnet and Black never
gets out of your blood,” he said. “There
are always reasons to be interacting, to
continue to talk to students and find out

what dreams they
have. It keeps us
fresh because we
know what the next
generation of people
wants to do with our
field.”
Brown’s advice:
“Link in and connect
with people on social
networks if you’re
in the Atlanta area.
Take advantage of
professional networking events if you find
out people are coming to campus.”
Daley Michael moved to Atlanta in 2012.
“I moved here right after graduation with
no job. But that was all the motivation
I needed,” she said. “Go after what it is
that you want to do – people are the most
forgiving during this time in your life.” Her
advice: “Do whatever it takes to make
it! Take people out to lunch, to drinks, to
whatever. If you can show how badly you
want it, somebody is going to want you on
his or her team.”

Top: A group of USC
public relations students
and alumni attend the
Real World Conference.
Below: Distinguished Alumni
and innovation officer
at Cookerly PR, Stephen
Brown with Daley Michael,
an alumna who works for
FOCUS Brands in Atlanta.
Bottom: The Real World
Conference finishes
with resume critiques
from professionals.

Dr. Brooke McKeever

646

There are
Alumni of the College
of Information and
Communications living
in the Atlanta region.
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JAY BENDER,
ESQ.

Story and photos by
Carrington Murray

Leaving a Legacy

DR. THOMAS
KLIPSTINE

After 25 years with
General Motors and with
three degrees in hand, Dr.
Thomas Klipstine made
the career-changing
decision to enter higher
education. This major shift
in his life was a result of
numerous experiences
he encountered, with
applicants, both good
and bad, while employed
with General Motors.
With General Motors, Dr.
Klipstine has served as
Director of Public Relations
for GMC Truck
and Director of
Communications
for GM North
American
Operations. Dr.
Klipstine feels that,
for students, “the
lightbulb needed
Klipstine
to come on earlier.”
Dr. Klipstine
said he realized that many
students were graduating
college and entering the
work force unable to
adequately apply their
knowledge to positions

You shouldn’t get
an internship,
but several
internships.
-Dr.
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they were seeking. He
knew by his entrance into
higher education he could
help that change. Since he
began teaching, his goal
has been to offer himself
as a resource and to give
hands-on experience in
writing. He shares his
professional expertise
with his students, so they
are prepared to enter the
corporate world and seek
the jobs they desire.
Klipstine believes that
all students should gain as
much practical experience
as possible. He believes
that, “You shouldn’t get
an internship, but several
internships.” This is what
allows you to understand
the profession, the skills
and necessities that you
need to adequately serve
in that role. This is the
message that he relays
to all University of South
Carolina’s Public Relations
Student Society of America
members, where he serves
as faculty advisor.
“He’s one of those
professors that makes
you feel comfortable to

approach them, he’s very
lighthearted but focused
on helping students
succeed based on his own
professional experiences,”
said Renada Chisholm,
one of Dr. Klipstine’s
students. Dr. Klipstine has
taught courses on both
the undergraduate and
graduate levels including
Introduction to Public
Relations, Public Relations
Campaigns and Integrated
Communication Principles.
Although retiring from
the University of South
Carolina and leaving the
School of Journalism and
Mass Communications,
he is most definitely
anticipating his postretirement plans. These
plans consist of an ample
amount of traveling
and relaxation. He plans
to relocate to Florida
following his retirement
and take advantage of
the endless warm days.
This time next year you
definitely won’t find him in
a classroom, but you will
find him on a Florida golf
course.

Jay Bender has had one
goal: as a professor in the
School of Journalism and
Mass Communications, to
help mold leaders of the
future. He believes that “if
you can make a difference
in a couple of people’s lives
a semester, then you have
accomplished your job.”
Bender has had an
impact in his intertwined
careers in higher education
and law. Bender, for the
last 40 years, has been a
partner at Baker Ravenel
Bender, representing
broadcasters, newspapers,
publications and news
outlets on media and
first amendment related
issues. He is responsible
for the most recent
interpretations of the
Freedom of Information
Act, as well as writing the
book on laws affecting
South Carolina newspapers.
Bender has served the
South Carolina Press
Association, as its attorney
for more than 30 years,
and is the most recent
recipient of the SCPA
Lifetime Achievement
Award. He has assisted

in the development of
the joint MMC and JD
program, and conducted
regular legal seminars
for senior semester
journalism students.
He is also responsible
for coordinating the
inaugural Media Law
School presented by the
USC School of Law for
journalists from around
the country.
Bender has been
changing the lives of Law
and Ethics students with
every opportunity he
gets. He not only offers
educational experiences,
but life experiences as
well. From the first day
of the course he reminds
his students: to be on time
for class, to be prepared
for class, not “hmmm”
before you speak and to
stop stealing. Bender has
always challenged his
students, encouraging
them to “do the work” and
reap the rewards. However,
no reward is greater than
the “I survived Jay Bender’s
Media Law class U.S.C”
mug students receive at
the completion of the
course.
“I never expected the life
lessons I would be taught
in addition to learning
about media law when I
registered for Bender’s
course,” said Jessica
Hosey, one of Bender’s
former students. “He
definitely challenges you
as professor, but if you
simply come to class
and do the assigned
work, you will do just
fine.”
Bender described

his experience as a
faculty member in the
College of Information
and Communications, in
one word: “rewarding.”
He believes that having
the opportunity to aid
students in identifying
their problems and offering
them resources to solve
them has been the best
part of his job.
With his ample amount
of soon-to-be free time
Bender has developed
quite the bucket list,
including new hobbies,
traveling and relaxation.
He plans to take up wood
working and welding
courses, while continuing
to paint and spend quality
time with his wife in New
Mexico in their newlyrenovated home. Bender
also wants to travel to
South America, Antarctica
and Australia. However he
is nervous about his trip
to Antarctica, because he
will travel by boat and he
suffers from sea sickness.

On this page:
The iconic "I survived"
mug (below) and Slim
Jim box where tests
were returned (above)
are just a few things
Bender's students will
remember about him.
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Rolling Out the Red Carpet for

Will Muschamp

Story by Bridge Jernigan

LIGHTS,
CAMERA...
AUDIO

Photo & Story by Allison York
Mark Slice in the
main control room
at Williams Brice
Stadium where
all SEC network
shows are played.

W

hether you’ve been a Gamecocks
fan for five minutes or 25 years,
you probably know a little something
about the football team’s tradition of
entering Williams-Brice Stadium to the
near-deafening sound of “2001.” That
this Carolina tradition works successfully
is thanks, in part, to USC School of
Journalism and Mass Communications
grad Mark Slice, the associate director of
live operations and engineering for USC
athletics. When it comes time for kickoff
each week, Slice waits for the call from
the marketing team in the press box, and
somewhere deep inside WilliamsBrice, under the bleachers full
of 82,000 people, the technical
director cues up the tune and the
thundering response tells him
his job has been accomplished
successfully again.
Slice is a professional in audio
engineering. For him, it’s not
necessarily about how good our
teams look skill-wise, but he’s
always on top of making sure they
sound good on camera, which
he says he learned from USC’s
broadcast program. “The skills
I gained in college gave me the
background I needed to go out and
find real-world situations where I
could apply what I learned,” he says.
Slice graduated in 1987, and took
several freelance jobs while working
with public broadcaster SC ETV.

Those moments
where you aren’t
confined to a
studio, and you’re
live on location
and have to
build your own
studio from top
to bottom – that’s
what I love.
- Mark Slice
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“Working with ETV gave me the chance
to learn the ins and outs of video, audio,
recording, and making them all work
together. At the same time, having a few
freelance opportunities gave me exposure
to duties that I could apply at ETV, so it
worked out.”
In July of 2014, while working at ETV,
Slice got a call from USC Athletics when it
was decided that Williams-Brice Stadium
would house a live production office for
the brand new SEC Network. The creation
of this new network brought him back to
his alma mater, working for the athletics
department.
Whether USC is winning national
championships in baseball or going 3-9
in football, Slice says that while his job
focuses on sports, his motivation comes
from elsewhere. He’s a man’s man and
loves a good football or basketball game
as much as anyone, but the feeling of
going out to USC’s many athletic facilities
and taking cameras, cables, light kits, etc.,
to set up your show one piece at a time
is the best part of his job. According to
Slice, there is nothing better than going
to Williams-Brice for Saturday football or
Founders Park for a mid-week baseball
game, and building everything yourself
and watching everything fall into place. He
says, “Those moments where you aren’t
confined to a studio, and you’re live on
location and have to build your own studio
from top to bottom – that’s what I love.”

B

roadcast journalism
alumnus Jonathan
Hillyard knew what
nearly every Gamecock fan
was eager to learn. Hillyard
learned who the next head
football coach at South
Carolina would be days
before it was announced to
the public. But he couldn’t
tell a soul.
As soon as Coach Will
Muschamp agreed to a
five-year contract worth
$16 million to become
the school’s 34th head
football coach, Hillyard
and the rest of the staff
at Gamecock Productions
began operating behind
the scenes in anticipation
of the big unveil.
On Saturday, December
6, Hillyard got a call from
his boss Paul Danna,
director of Gamecock
Productions, telling him
to meet Athletics Director
Ray Tanner at the Columbia
Metropolitan Airport. From
there the two would fly
to Auburn, Alabama, to
pick up Coach Muschamp
and fly Muschamp back to
Columbia to introduce him
to the Gamecock nation.
“At that moment I knew it
was time to go to work,”
said Hillyard.
Hillyard, a 2007
University of South
Carolina graduate, from
Duluth, Georgia, is the
associate director of
Gamecock Productions.
“Most people you hire
today are segmented and
restrained to certain skills,
but Hillyard is the entire
package. He knows how
to write, produce, shoot,
and is on top of our social
media,” said Danna.

When former Head
Coach Steve Spurrier
retired in October, Hillyard
began planning for the
moment he knew would
soon come. Hillyard and
his staff prepared a few
graphics for possible
coaching candidates to
release if one of them were
hired.
“Before the hire went
official, the staff had a
very tight window to

Jonathan was
instrumental with
all of his creative
ideas, planning,
and execution
throughout the
entire process.
-Paul Danna
get the film, photos and
information we needed,”
said Hillyard. “The
groundwork being laid was
in the form of planning and
execution.
As Muschamp, Tanner,
and Hillyard exited the
plane in Columbia, Hillyard
saw an opportunity to
get Muschamp’s first
impressions in Columbia, so
he grabbed his phone and
shot a video of Muschamp
announcing that it was
great to be a Gamecock.
For the next 24 hours,
Hillyard was side by side
with Coach Muschamp and
documented Muschamp’s
first day on the job.
“Jonathan was
instrumental with all of his
creative ideas, planning,

and
execution
throughout
the entire
process,”
said Danna.
He praised the
work of Hillyard
and his staff from
the time Spurrier retired
to the moment a new era
was born under Coach
Muschamp. Today, you
can find Hillyard’s work
on Gamecocksonline.
com or on the Gamecock
Productions YouTube
channel South Carolina
Gamecocks.
“I am so grateful for
the University of South
Carolina as they prepared
me for moments like
this,” said Hillyard. “The
professors do a great job
of instilling people skills
and a work ethic that
set you up to succeed.”
Gamecock Productions
also has a Vimeo page
where they post their best
video content.
Just as Coach Muschamp
was on the top of Tanner’s
list of hires, Hillyard was
at very top of the list
when the job opened
several years ago. Danna
saw unlimited potential in
Hillyard and knew that he
was his guy.

Photos provided by
Jonathan Hillyard
Hillyard filming at
Carolina Gamecock's
Spring Practice, 2016.

Hillyard filming
Muschamp arriving in
Columbia, SC 2016.
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New Books for Young Readers
South Carolina has
a lot of great stories
-Kim

f there is a young
reader in your life, the
Young Palmetto Books
series
from the University
Jeffcoat
of South Carolina Press
offers unique books that
combine entertainment and education
in beautifully illustrated volumes. These
books share stories of South Carolina
through new ideas and vibrant artwork.
The stories teach readers about life told
through the eyes of those closest to the
action – including puppies, roosters and
grandparents. Executive director and
series editor Kim Jeffcoat believes these
books have much to share
with young readers. “South
Carolina has a lot of great
stories,” says Jeffcoat.
The three newest books
published in the series
include Nipper of Drayton
Hall, Amadeus: The Leghorn
Rooster and Crabbing: A
Lowcountry Family Tradition.
Whether it’s architecture,
colors, animals, or a family
pastime, each book has
something special to
share. Young readers will
learn about South Carolina
while being endlessly

"Nipper of Drayton
Hall" book cover
Interior pages of "Nipper
of Drayton Hall" illustated
by Gerry McElro and
shown by Stella Friedman.
Photo Alison Moons

I

Story by Amelia Carey
entertained. All of the books follow Young
Palmetto Book’s mission statement, which
states, “The series … highlights South
Carolina writers and subjects in smartly
crafted books for children and young
adults featuring educational themes and
supporting materials for teachers and
parents.”
NIPPER OF DRAYTON HALL
Written by Amey Lewis and illustrated
by Gerry McElroy, the story follows Nipper
the dog throughout his adventures at
Drayton Hall near Charleston. While
readers enjoy Nipper’s adventures, they’ll
also learn about the great architecture
South Carolina has to offer. Lewis was
inspired to write the book based on her
connection with the Drayton family. Lewis
dedicated the book to her friend, Anne
Drayton Nelson, whose family owned
Drayton Hall until the 1970s. Lewis herself
spent time at Drayton Hall when she was
young. She believes the story is important
to share because of its fun and educational
aspects. “Nipper of Drayton Hall is a story
about real people and a real dog who lived
100 years ago,” said Lewis. The watercolor
illustrations from Gerry McElroy paint
a picture of life as it was when Nipper
roamed around Drayton Hall.

AMADEUS: THE LEGHORN
ROOSTER
Young Palmetto Books has also
republished the story of Amadeus:
The Leghorn Rooster, written by
Delores B. Nevils and illustrated by
Jonathan Green, a South Carolina
native. Amadeus is a rooster living on
St. Helena Island in South Carolina.
The book describes Amadeus’
relationship with the other animals
he meets, teaching
readers a great deal
in books can be real, and
about friendship.
that maybe they could
The story of
even write a book!”
Amadeus goes
hand in hand with
Readers both young
the vibrant and
and old can learn what
colorful illustrations
is so special about South
from Jonathan
Carolina from these books
Green. Color is
if they haven’t realized it
one of the main
yet. A reader who picks
focuses of this
up one of these books is
children’s book.
sure to find something
Jeffcoat described
that is just as educational
the process
"Amadeus: The Leghorn Rooster" book cover
as it is enjoyable. The
saying, “We picked a
books feature beautiful
complimentary color from each illustration
illustrations that tie into fresh storylines.
for the pages with text.” The story of
The stories and artwork focus on the
Amadeus accompanied by Green’s rich
unique South Carolina connection. Writer
illustrations makes this the perfect read for Amey Lewis said, “As a born and bred
any child with an artistic side.
South Carolinian, I am proud of much of
our history. I like passing along this history
CRABBING: A LOWCOUNTRY FAMILY
to readers, young and old, throughout the
TRADITION
state and hopefully beyond.”
Crabbing: A Lowcountry Family
Tradition, is the newest book in the
series. Written by Tilda Balsley and
illustrated by Monica Wyrick, the book
showcases a favorite family pastime
in South Carolina, through the story
of boys learning about crabbing from
their grandfather. The book features
a guide to the activity while sharing
a story. Monica Wyrick’s illustrations
were inspired by Edisto Island in South
Carolina, further establishing its South
Carolina connection. Wyrick hopes
the book teaches readers from South
Carolina and beyond what is so unique
about this tradition. Wyrick said, “I
think it is so important for children to
read books about faraway places and
times, as well as books about places
that they know or might be able to
go to. It lets them know that what is
"Crabbing: A Lowcountry Family Tradition"
book cover
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"Amadeus: The Leghorn
Rooster" interior illustration
by Jonathan Green.

YOUNG PALMETTO
BOOKS
Since its creation in
2013, Young Palmetto
Books has sold more
than 15,000 copies of
books in the series. The
series is a partnership
between the USC Press
and South Carolina
Center for Children’s
Books and Literacy
(SCCCBL). The series
is continuing to grow,
with new books to be
published soon. USC
Press Director Jonathan
Haupt says, “The dozen
or so books we’ve
published thus far have
been very well received
by their intended
audiences, and we’re
just getting started. The
immediate future of the
series looks very bright
too.” Pick up your own
copy wherever USC Press
books are sold or at
uof.sc/-uscpressypbooks
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Jackie Faye:
Journey to
Afghanistan

Bryan Cox:

Green
to
Garnet

Story by Patrick Sowder

I

Photo provided by
Jackie Faye

Jackie Faye in front
of a humvee in
Kabul, Afghanistan.

was
sitting
outside
when all of
a sudden I
heard the
alarm say
incoming,
incoming. I
literally did
not know
what to
do.” Just
one month
after Jackie
Faye Burton had arrived in Afghanistan,
there was a rocket attack near the
Italian Embassy, in Kabul, close to where
she lives. Fortunately, no more attacks
followed; however, it was quite the
initiation for someone who was very new
to the country.
Jackie Faye, as she calls herself
professionally, is a part of a creative
team working on multimedia projects in
Afghanistan. She received the call to work
in Afghanistan from a recruiter as she was
trying to start her own business in New
York. “Before I knew it I was interviewing
with three people located in Kabul. They
got copies of my previous work and I
got the offer. When I
got the offer I cried
because I knew I
should take it, but I
was overwhelmed at
the thought of leaving
my dog and Manhattan
life.”
As an alumna of the
University of South
Carolina, her journalism
journey started in
Columbia. While still
Faye
in college, Jackie Faye
made memories as
a student journalist. She landed three
internships: Two in Washington, D.C.,
working for Radio America and Fox News,
and one in Columbia, S.C., working for
WIS-News 10. During her senior year,

There is no nobler
profession, than to be
a journalist. We are on
the front lines, we are
the teacher, we are the
last resource, we are
the fourth estate.
-Jackie

she was hired by WIS-10 working as the
weekend assignment editor. Additionally,
during a senior semester, which she called
“infamous,” Jackie Faye investigated
gang violence in Richland County, which
resulted in an interview with Eugene
Patterson, who was charged with murder
two days later.
Jackie Faye graduated from the
University of South Carolina in 2007 with
a degree in Broadcast Journalism. She
also has a MA in Business Journalism
from Columbia University and attended
Georgetown University’s Institute of
Political Journalism. “I’ve had the same
dream for as long as I can remember – I
literally have a picture of myself when I
was 12 behind a news desk,” she said. "I'm
still working on pursuing my dreams – it is
something you can’t ever stop doing.”
“There is no nobler profession, than
to be a journalist. We are on the front
lines, we are the teacher, we are the last
resource, we are the fourth estate,” says
Jackie Faye. She recalled the biggest
story she has covered was an interview
with Thomas McGowan, a man wrongfully
convicted of rape who served 23 years
in prison for a crime he did not commit.
Working for the NBC station in Raleigh,
North Carolina, Jackie Faye was covering
a story about several convictions being
overturned, one of which was Thomas
McGowan. She flew to Texas where he
now lives. Today, he travels around telling
his story to future attorneys and judges.
Thomas McGowan told the journalist that
he was not angry, he just wanted a lesson
to be learned and he wanted to tell his
story.
Jackie Faye believes her story is “far
from over.” When asked if she had any tips
for future journalists, she responded “So...
I would say dream big and work hard. You
are going to get a lot of doors slammed
in your face in this business from people
you are trying to interview, to people you
are trying to get to hire you. Do not get
discouraged—keep knocking—the get may
be behind the last door.”

Story by Erin Fahlsing

B

ryan Cox was
accepted to the
University of South
Carolina as a high school
senior but, as graduation
neared, he began to
question if garnet and
black was the right choice
for him at that point in his
life. The Irmo native had
never considered a military
career, yet a tenacious
recruiter showed him that
the career options and
benefits were more than he
envisioned. As a result, Cox
decided Army green was
his better color scheme.
“I ended up going into
public affairs, which is what
I thought I wanted to do
at USC,” he said. "It was an
opportunity for me to serve
and find out if this was
something I wanted to do
with my life.”
Cox enlisted in the
Army in June 1996, then
deployed to Bosnia in May
1997 as his contemporaries
were finishing their
freshman years of college.
He gained hands-on
experience with public
affairs and international
media during two 12-month
deployments in an active
war zone.
“(The military) was a very
good experience for me,"
he said. "It gave me a sense
of self-discipline and the
ability to stick to a task and
see it through...those kinds

of traits of working through
adversity and working
with different cultures and
people – they become life,
career and personal skills.”
After completing his
military service, Cox
finally donned garnet
and enrolled at USC in
Fall 2000 as a broadcast
journalism major.
“I basically delayed
my original plan by four
years,” he said, “but I was
a freshman who had four
years of work and life
experience, and the GI bill
to pay for school.”
Cox’s four years in Army
green prepared him to
not only succeed, but also
stand out in the School
of Journalism and Mass
Communications.
“Bryan Cox was a great
student — a good writer,
a go-getter, and someone
who always was able to
produce creative story
ideas,” said Dr. Andrea
Tanner, now the school’s
director. “He was also a
leader in our newsroom,
and I believe his military
training contributed to his
success in our program.”
In addition to his full-time
coursework, Cox worked
for civilian TV stations –
first on-air at WIS-TV, then
as a producer for WACHFOX – throughout his time
at USC. He also accepted a
scholarship and joined Air

Force ROTC, and still
managed to have time
for the normal college
experience.
“Looking back, it’s
funny how normal it all
seemed,” he said. “I spent
two years in Bosnia, so I
was used to this culture
where you’re constantly
working…but I can’t
remember when I slept!”
Cox graduated magna
cum laude with a B.A. in
broadcasting in 2004 and
accepted a commission
with the Air Force. He
served as a public affairs
officer (PAO) at Shaw Air
Force Base, where he was
the point of information for
many former classmates
working in SC media.
By 2009, Cox was back
in civilian life at WACHFOX, first as the
assignment editor,
then as the news
director. In 2012,
he began his current
position as a PAO for
the Department of
Homeland Security.
“I knew that I wanted
to have a variety of
experiences – the
more angles you can
see an issue from, the
better it makes you at
all of them,” he said.
“Understanding both sides
of an issue made me a
better public affairs officer
and journalist.”

Photos provided
by Bryan Cox

Top left: Cox, right, with
fellow broadcasters
at Camp McGovern
in Bosnia in 1998.
Top right: Cox
coordinates media in
Phoenix for Department
of Homeland Security's
press conference on
security for Super
Bowl 49 in 2015.
Above: Cox and
friend attend a USC
baseball game in 2011

Understanding
both sides of an
issue made me
a better public
affairs officer
and journalist.
-Bryan Cox

USC SUPPORTS ITS STUDENT VETERANS
5% of USC students are veterans using Post-9/11 GI Bill
Recognized as a Military Friendly University since 2009
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Student Veterans Association, Veterans Services Office, and dedicated Student Success Coordinator
"Green Zone” training to educate Gamecock community about the military and on-campus
resources to support student veterans academically, socially and emotionally.

National
Platform
Story by Kristina Rackley

Two graduates of USC's School of Journalism and Mass
Communications have new positions that will put them in
front of the camera for a national audience.
KENNETH MOTON, ABC NEWS ONE IN WASHINGTON D.C.

Photos provided by
Kenneth Moton

Kenneth Moton had
his photo taken on the
“network beach” at the
White House during a
2003 Maymester trip
to Washington as part
of Dean Bierbauer’s
Media & Politics course.
He vowed to return,
and now he has, as a
multi-platform reporter
for ABC NewsOne.

M

oton is a South Carolina native,
born and raised in Greenville.
“When I was growing up my
family and I watched WYFF News 4 out of
Greenville,” Moton says. “We watched the
news every single day. So what I remember
thinking was, I like watching TV and I like
to talk so I put them together.”
Moton attended the honors college at
the University and graduated in 2004
with a B.A. in Broadcast Journalism. He
went on to be awarded the University’s
Distinguished Young Alumni Award in 2011

while working at WPV1 in Philadelphia.
At ABC News One, Moton’s reports are
distributed to the network’s affiliate
stations across the country.
“I’m proud of being on the air since
2004 and have covered some of the
biggest stories in history,” Moton says.
“I was there in Raleigh, Durham to cover
the rape scandal, in Orlando Florida for
the Casey Anthony case, in Philadelphia
to cover the Penn State child sex abuse
scandal, and I covered the Boston
Marathon bombings.”
Moton has great dedication for
his line of work. “Favorite part,
hands down, is meeting people
and doing something different
every single day,” he says.

Favorite part, hands down,
is meeting people and
doing something different
every single day.
-Kenneth Moton
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AINSLEY EARHARDT, FOX NEWS IN NEW
arhardt was one of the top
students in her program during
her time at USC. She graduated
in 1999 with a degree in Journalism and
was also awarded the Distinguished Young
Alumni award, and was named the School
of Journalism and Mass Communication’s
2007 Outstanding Young Alumna.
Earhardt has worked at Fox News since
2007, where she has become a notable
anchor and reporter for the network,
as well as the co-host of the channel’s
morning program Fox and Friends.
“I wanted to become a broadcast
journalist because I am interested in the
news of the day and how it affects our
lives,” Earhardt says. “It’s a field that is
always exciting, challenging and I can be
used to make a difference.”
Like Moton, Earhardt also has great
passion for her career. “I would say my
favorite thing [about my job] would be
getting to provide information to those
who watch Fox news,” says Earhardt.
“Getting to provide them with information
they didn’t have before they turned on
their T.V. … I love that, with my job, I get
to do something that really matters.”
In fact, Earhardt has so much love for
what she does that, when asked what her

YORK CITY
least favorite part of her job
is (particularly if it is difficult
waking up so early to host
Fox and Friends, which airs at
6 a.m.) she replied, “I get asked
that a lot! And you know, I think your
outlook makes a big difference. I mean,
think about it – there are five morning
news anchors in America. There are five
million girls out there who want my job,
and I am so lucky and so blessed to have
it. When I wake up in the morning, I am
excited to go to work. I am excited to
bring people the news. I am living my
dream job.”
When it comes to succeeding as a
journalist, Earhardt has some great
advice. “Hard work,” emphasizes Earhardt.
“Always say yes – be willing to chase
the story. Integrity; you have to do the
right thing in any and every situation. As
a journalist you have a very important
responsibility to tell both sides of the
story.”

Photos provided
by Fox News

Ainsley Earhardt, anchor
and reporter for Fox News.

I love that, with my job, I get to
do something that really matters.
-Ainsley Earhardt
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A Deeper Connection

Marti Hause and Shana Stapleton both work at MSNBC. But the two broadcast
journalism graduates were connected long before they got to New York.

M

Top: Marti Hause (left)
and Shana Stapleton
(right) at work in the New
York MSNBC studios.
Below: At commencement
ceremony in 2006.

Story by Jenna Payesko

arti Hause, a Maryland
native, is a 2006
broadcast journalism
alumna. After graduation, Hause
began her career in South
Carolina as a post-graduate
intern working with a reporter
who covered the State House
for several television stations.
Hause then took a job at
WIS-TV in Columbia for three
and a half years, where she
produced early morning,
midday and evening news
broadcasts. Once she left
South Carolina, she produced
news broadcasts at WSOC-TV in Charlotte
for three years, before heading to WRCTV NBC Washington. In the fall of 2014,
Hause moved to New
York City to work on
“PoliticsNation” with
Rev. Al Sharpton at
MSNBC. This led her to
her current position as
producer with the Legal
Unit, headed by Ari
Melber, MSNBC’s Chief
Legal Correspondent.
South Carolina
native Shana Stapleton
became instant friends
with Hause when
-Marti
they met during their
classes at USC and at the WUSC-FM radio
station. They shared similar goals and life
philosophies. “Marti and I bonded over
our desire to produce. She and I both
relished the opportunity to write and
manage a newscast. We stayed in touch
after graduation, not only as friends but as
two producers trying to navigate the TV
industry,” Hause said.
Stapleton’s career began and took off
in South Carolina, where she started
at WCSC-TV in Charleston,
moved her way to WSPA-TV
in Spartanburg, where she
produced award-winning news
for four years, and then served
as executive producer and
assistant news director at WISTV in Columbia. After four years
at WIS, Stapleton moved to New
York City and in 2014 became a

TV is truly a small
world. USC prepares
its students so well, it’s
no surprise many of
my fellow alumni are
in great broadcast jobs
across the country.

Both Marti and Shana were in
each other's wedding parties.
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senior producer for the Melissa HarrisPerry show at MSNBC.
When Hause started out at MSNBC, the
two producers rarely had any interaction,
however now, with Stapleton working
on MSNBC’s dayside coverage as senior
producer for Kate Snow, MSNBC Anchor,
Anchor of NBC Nightly News Sunday and
national correspondent, and Hause as
producer with the Legal Unit, their roles
landed them in the same studio. “Just a
paper plane’s flight away from each other,”
Stapleton said, as they often collaborate
on segments and sit next to one another in
the control room.
The lessons learned from USC professors
have taught the women some of the
harsher realities of being in such a highpressure job, allowing them to realize the
benefits of working
together. “I think I was
not aware of the most
valuable lesson from
my professors at the
time it was unfolding in
front of me. While they
were always supportive,
they treated us as if
they were our boss. It
was a dynamic that was
critical in developing
a professional and
appropriate bossHause
employee relationship
later in my career. I look back often,
comparing certain bosses to past
professors. And it helps me figure out how
to best approach them,” said Hause.
“TV is truly a small world,” says
Stapleton. “USC prepares its students so
well it’s no surprise many of my fellow
alumni are in great broadcast jobs across
the country.”

Libraries During the Flood
Story by Steely Masters

A

fter the 1,000-year
flood of October 3,
2015, public libraries across
the state became hubs
of information activity,
providing resources for
flood victims and points of
contact for assistance.
Libraries became a
headquarters for FEMA,
provided power for people
to charge their cellphones,
posted updated emergency
information on their
websites, and distributed
necessary items such as
toothbrushes and baby
diapers. The process was
intriguing to many faculty
in the School of Library
and Information Science
and resulted in multiple
research grants.
Dr. Clayton Copeland,
an instructor in the School
of Library and Information
Science, and Dr. Robert
David Dawson of the USC
School of Medicine are
working on research about
disaster preparedness
and response during SC’s
historic 2015 flood and
impact on people with
disabilities. They received
a USC internal grant for
$27,000.
Dr. Amir Karami, an
assistant professor in
the School of Library
and Information Science,
received an internal

grant for $12,000 for his
research project regarding
social media and disaster
information to develop a
better strategic plan for
disaster preparedness,
response and recovery in
the future.
Dr. Feili Tu-Keefner, Dr.
Jingjing Liu, and Dr. Sam
Hastings are conducting
research on the roles of
public libraries during
natural disasters. They
were given an internal
grant for $17,000 from
the Office of the Vice
President for Research to
pursue research on social,
environmental, and health
dimensions of the October
2015 catastrophic flooding.
“This grant provides
necessary seed money
to support a pilot study,
and its results will be the
baseline data to help us
seek external funding”
said Dr. Tu-Keefner. They
are using focus groups,
interviews and surveys to
examine the roles of public
libraries during the flooding
that occurred in Richland,
Orangeburg, and Clarendon
counties. They began
hosting focus groups for
libraries and librarians
across the state to examine
their reactions throughout
the disaster.
“I found it a challenge

just keeping up with the
rapid pace of the amount
of information that was
coming out…when I started
collecting it on behalf of
the library and knowing
that we were going to
be posting it. I almost
became obsessed with
just watching Twitter feeds
for a little while to make
sure I wasn’t going to miss
anything important…”
said a librarians who
was interviewed for the
research project.
A survey has been
developed to examine how
people used information
tools and social media
during the disaster. The
entire research project
ends May 2016
and its further
advancement
may be extended.
While the project
is still in its early
stages, Dr. TuKeefner, Dr. Liu,
and Dr. Hastings
all have a very
positive outlook
about the project
and hope that they
can receive further
funding to create
a large-scale
study applicable
to emergency
situations
nationally.

Photos provided by
Richland Library.

Top: People needed
access to clean, bottled
water after the flood,
so the libraries teamed
with the United Way
and local churches
to pass out packages
at Main, North Main,
Northeast (pictured) and
Southeast locations.
Below: FEMA stationed at
the Eastover, SC location.
Bottom: An expression
of appreciation to the
Forest Acres Police
Department and all first
responders outside of the
Richland Library Cooper.

The

GOLD

Standard
Story by Summer Allen

A

Photo by Gia Haygood

The Carolina Agency, front
to back, Sarah Bouchard,
Katie Crowley, Abigail
Pait, Kristina Baalerud,
and Kara Neesen working
wtih representatives from
Naturally Carolina Soap.

DOES YOUR
ORGANIZATION
NEED BRAND
IDENTITY AND
MARKETING
STRATEGY HELP?
Let The Carolina
Agency do the work
Jeffrey A. Ranta
Instructor
Faculty Advisor,
The Carolina Agency

ranta@mailbox.sc.edu
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THE CAROLINA AGENCY

W

Story by Adriana Perdigoto

hen the Columbia Fireflies,
the city’s new minor league
baseball team, sought to
attract USC students, it turned to The
Carolina Agency to craft a campaign.
“The agency is excited for the prospective
opportunities the Columbia Fireflies will
bring to Columbia,” says Dr. Jeffrey Ranta
the creator and faculty advisor for The
Carolina Agency, which
offers assistance to
organizations.
“Unfortunately for
Columbians, Gamecock
baseball is really a short
season, plus there’s a lot
of away games so there’s a
demand for more baseball
and I think the Fireflies are
going to meet the need
with this new stadium and
-Jenna
team.”
With this collaboration,
the Fireflies promotional schedules are
all over campus and already creating
excitement. Dr. Ranta hopes that the
agency’s work with the Fireflies will
establish strong communication strategies
on campus and attract the interest of the
students to ultimately integrate the team
firmly within the Columbia community.
Under Dr. Ranta’s leadership, the
organization has received 16 awards,
including the 2014 PRSSA campaign of
the year. The student-run organization
provides innovative solutions to common
communications issues presented by
clients across the Southeast.
One of those is River’s Edge Retreat, a

nonprofit faith-based organization that
offers an outdoor recreational facility to
underprivileged children. The group faced
severe damage after Hurricane Joaquin
hit Columbia in October, 2015. According
to Dr. Ranta, the agency composed a
fundraiser that incorporated strategic
social media and advertisements that
brought traffic to the organization’s
website and as a result were
able to raise $25,000 for
the organization and that
has allowed them to begin
reconstruction on their
facility. “I think it’s a good
cause … they’re getting
back on their feet, they’ve
found a bunch of volunteers
and we’ve just been helping
the way we can,” said Dr.
Ranta.
Payesko
The Carolina Agency
offers a unique opportunity
for students to work for prestigious clients,
have a positive impact on their businesses,
and establish important relationships.
Students claim that the most rewarding
part is gaining essential work experience.
“I do not see a greater opportunity than
being able to gain knowledge by helping
various clients,” says Jenna Payesko,
president of the Spring 2016 Carolina
Agency class.

I do not see a
greater opportunity
than being able
to gain knowledge
by helping
various clients.

THE CAROLINA AGENCY is one of 37
student-run agencies nationally affiliated with
the Public Relations Student Society of America,
TCA strives to uphold the ethical standards set
forth by professional practitioners.

Renovations at 800 Sumter St., the new home
of SJMC, received LEED Gold Certification.

fter more than five years of
planning and construction,
800 Sumter Street became
the new School of Journalism and Mass
Communications last July. The new
building is a shining example of USC’s
green building initiative—and one of the
few on campus to achieve Gold LEED
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design) certification. The project earned
LEED credits for things like water efficient
landscaping and a 20% water use
reduction, as well as for optimal energy
performance, and sustainably harvested
wood. Credits were even earned during
the construction process, for things like
recycling at least 95% of materials.
It was “really fun to see that whole
design evolve from where we started to
where it ended up in construction. It was
just something that was special,” says
Karen Quinn, lead architect for the project.
Quinn, who has been with The Boudreaux
Group in Columbia for the past ten years,
is accredited in LEED Building Design and
Construction.
The LEED rating system was
developed by the U.S. Green Building
Council (USGBC) and has four levels
of certification—Certified, Silver, Gold,
and Platinum. LEED certification means
that the new journalism school—which
achieved Gold with 61 credits—is nationally
accepted as a high performance green
building.
USGBC awarded design credits for the
environmentally friendly
site. The location is in a
highly populated area and
is on public transportation
routes. These factors
-Karen
encourage people to drive
their cars less and put less

pollution out into the air.
In addition, the project earned
Innovation in Design Credits as well as
Regional Credits, such as a Thermal
Comfort Design credit—important for
occupant comfort in the summer heat.
“It is a very intense process,” says
Quinn. “It takes a long time to put all the
documents together and submit and then
they review and then push them back to
us.”
Though built in 1962, the building is
inside the historic Horseshoe District, so
the project also had to be approved by the
South Carolina Department of Archives
and City of Columbia. It was important
to maintain the historic character of the
exterior during the renovation. That led to
the restoration of the existing windows.
Instead of getting new windows, a layer of
insulated glass was installed on the inside
of the windows to make them energy
efficient.
“Taking all the environmental and
historic aspects into consideration added
to the complexity of the project,” said
Dean Charles Bierbauer. “But the result is
a building restored to its historic exterior
with a dazzlingly modern interior.”
The renovation was a long and
sometimes arduous project for those
involved. The age of the building created
challenges. However, balancing modern
needs, energy efficiency, and historical
conservation made the project what it
was. “We don’t want to tear down our
old buildings,” says Quinn,
“We want to save them and
give them a new life. And I
feel like this project did that
perfectly.”

It is a very
intense process.
Quinn

BEFORE AND AFTER

Renovations at 800 Sumter Street.
Top: Restoration of windows
Right top: Exterior
Right bottom: Interior
Bottom: Greenhouse
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The Intern: A Closer Look from
the Business Perspective
Story by Kelsey Waters

K

Photos by Kelsey Waters

Kela Thomas with intern
Davonte Biggers for
Thomas Media Group.

SEEKING AN
INTERN?
Journalism and Mass
Communications:
Cindy Justice,
cjustice@sc.edu
Library and
Information Science:
Sarah Keeling,
skeeling@sc.edu

ela Thomas’s internship at a radio
station led her to change her major,
while Caroline O’Neal accepted a position
at Senator Lindsey Graham’s campaign
office in South Carolina at the end of
hers. Now, they
are helping other
interns gain the same
type of business
experience.
Internship
programs are an
affordable way for
businesses to attract
qualified students
to their company
while students
gain a better
understanding of
their field of interest.
O'Neal and Thomas
are School of
Journalism and Mass
Communications
alumnae who shared
their insights about the intern process
from the business perspective.
O’Neal’s team for the Lindsey Graham
2014 Senate campaign looks for hardworking individuals who want to get
involved and show an interest in politics.
“It’s important to take chances on people
who may not have that much experience
because a lot of times they’ll surprise
you at how interested they get and how
involved they are and how much fun they
have during an internship program,”
says O'Neal.
Thomas, vice president of Thomas Media
Group in Columbia, says it is important
for students to know the school’s
requirements for getting class credit and
the type of paperwork that is involved.
“I want to
make sure you are
challenged,” says
Thomas. “I ask,
what are some
of the things you
want to learn or
things that need
to be on your
resume that we
can help you
get?” While the
Photo provided by Caroline O'Neal

Caroline O'Neal (third from the right) and Senator
Lindsey Graham (third from the left) for the
Lindsey Graham 2014 Senate campaign.

28 | SPRING ‘16

work week varies depending on different
events, it is typically 20 to 25 hours.
“Our campaign honestly could not have
operated without interns,” says O'Neal.
“They took so much off of our staff
plate to allow staff to do what we needed
to do.”
Many companies use internships as a
platform for hiring. “It is an opportunity
to look into the window of a person and
ask if this is somebody we would want to
make a full-time part of our team,” says
O'Neal, who now works in External Affairs
& Strategic Engagement at the Medical
University of South Carolina. Thomas
advises that interns need to treat the
position like a job, meaning be on time,
dress appropriately, and call if a problem
arises. “We need interns to understand
that whereas we have a lot of fun here
and it’s a media company, it is very serious
and we have built them into our schedule,”
she says.
O’Neal’s final advice is to have a formal
process in place with a designated intern
coordinator to take ownership of the
process. “It is important for interns to
have that one person who is that point of
contact to go to with concerns and to get
feedback from,” says O'Neal. “I think the
most important thing is for the interns to
feel like when they’re there, they’re being
utilized and doing meaningful work and
getting a good experience.”
Internships can be incredibly beneficial
for both the business as well as the
student. “I like to see the students grow
and get ready to sharpen their skills to do
whatever their next step is going to be in
life,” says Thomas. While the student gets
hands-on experience in their area of study,
the employer is provided extra help and
possibly a future employee.

Story By Madelyn Keane

A

t the college’s recent
Passport to Hire
networking event, students
were advised to break out
of their shells and interact
with alumni, who were
there to provide advice
about their majors and
the job market. With the
help of those professionals,
some 50 students received
valuable tips on seeking
and finding connections
with those who have gone
before.
“I wish there had been
an event like Passport to
Hire my freshman year, so
that I could have spoken
with alumni sooner,” says
Carrington Murray, a senior
public relations major. “The
PR professionals that I met
gave me great advice for
my specific job interest,
and it was beneficial to
network with professionals
of all ages, and not just
recent graduates.”
“Get your own business
cards,” said Mark Anthony,
associate director for
career development and
experiential education at
the USC career center,
kicking off the second
annual Passport event for
students in the college’s
two schools. Anthony
spoke with students about
the different tools provided

Passport to Hire
for students at USC.
He provided advice on
resumes, interviews, social
media, internships and
experience.
Career panels for
the college’s majors
included advertising/
visual communications,
broadcast/print journalism,
public relations and library
and information science.
Each discussion featured
a professional moderator,
and USC alumni of all ages
who spoke to the students
about what it takes to be
successful in their specific
career field.
“One piece of advice
I can give students is to
not stress about the job
market,” social media
strategist and alumna CJ
Lake told public relations
students.
After the panel
discussions, students
attended a networking
reception where they
connected with the alumni.
Cindy Justice, assistant
dean for student services,
told the students how
important it is to meet new
people and get to know
the alumni in the room.
“Remember – who you
know is just as important as
what you know.”
The Alumni Society of

the College of Information
and Communications is
confident that Passport to
Hire helps students find
jobs in their fields. After
the most recent event,
many students followed
up with the alumni they
had the chance of meeting.
One student has already
accepted a job for the
summer working with Mark
Anthony in the student
success center.
“We have seen how
useful Passport to Hire
is for students in the
College of Information
and Communications,"
said Rebekah Friedman,
alumni relations and
development coordinator.
“We are hoping the event
continues to grow each
year, bringing in diverse
panels of alumni at
various stages in their
careers.”

Top: (left to right) Alumni Ashley Dusenbury, Laura Bliss Morris,
CJ Lake, Kelly Davis and Charles Bloom at the event.
Right top: Charles Bloom speaking to a student.
Right bottom: A student speaking to Alumnus Bob Wertz (Viscom/Advertising panelist)

IF YOU ARE
INTERESTED IN
PARTICIPATING IN
PASSPORT TO HIRE
2017
Contact
Rebekah Friedman at
Rebekahb@mailbox.
sc.edu
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FOREVER TO
THEE

Journalism is in our bloodlines
-Harry Logan

Story by Parker Moore

F

or many donors, giving to
a university is not tied to a
fundraising campaign – it is simply
a part of their lifelong relationships
with the school that means so much to
them. They seem to share a common
perspective. For these donors, the School
of Journalism and Mass Communications
has taught them valuable life skills that
have been put to use in many different
areas of their lives. Most donors tend
to be alumni, but alumni aren’t the only
ones impacted by the many resources
the journalism school provides at the
University of South Carolina. Their
donations are acknowledged on
plaques throughout the building but
their stories are told here.

DIANE CREEL

In the fall of 1966 Diane
Creel came to the University
of South Carolina as a
freshman interested in studying
journalism. She felt that
journalism could offer her many
opportunities during the next four
years and beyond. She was right.
Dean Albert Scroggins played a large
Diane Creel
role in her college and
professional career.
“He encouraged me
throughout college
and helped me
realize I didn’t have
to go into the field
to use my journalism
skills.” Creel's gift
honors Dean Scroggins
- Diane Creel
and named the Dean's
Suite. When asked why she
gave to the new building Creel said, “For
many reasons, but mainly because of the
great relationship I formed with the dean
and it was amazing how he took the time
to get to know me and what I wanted out
of my future career.”
Creel went on to become the Chairman
and CEO of Earth Tech, a consulting firm
that specializes in civil and geotechnical
engineering. After 20 years there, she
became the Chairman and CEO of
Ecovation, a company which develops
wastewater treatment and renewable
energy solutions. Out of all the skills she

You must be able to
listen to others and
gather all the info
you need to make an
informed decision.

acquired at the journalism school, which
does she most value? “Listening. You must
be able to listen to others and gather all
the info you need to make an informed
decision.” She encourages alumni to give
back to the place that has given them so
much. “It’s important for the donors to first
have a USC experience. Then you should
feel obligated to show your support for
the university.”

DR. MANUEL GAETAN

Having the USC experience doesn’t
always have to come from spending four
years here. An experience can be built
from an interaction with some of USC’s
finest faculty and staff. This was the case
for Dr. Manuel Gaetan. In 1988 he became
the CEO of Bobbin International. In this
role he managed many aspects of the
company but also took on the challenge of
being the publisher of Bobbin Magazine.
The magazine was the most respected
technical journal for the sewn products
industry and had worldwide distribution.
When he first came to Columbia in the
1970s Dr. Gaetan didn’t
know anything
about creating
a magazine. “I
simply just didn’t
know the basics
of what made a
good magazine.
I was unfamiliar
with terms like
‘gutter’ and did
not know how to
construct a layout.”
In a new city with
a new task at hand he
Dr. Manuel Gaetan was looking for some
direction. “I was attending
a church service in
Columbia and there I met Al Scroggins
who was the dean of the journalism
school at USC. He told me that I could
use any of the resources I needed to learn

I wanted... to simply
pay back for all the
things I learned from
the people there.
-Manuel Gaetan
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more about publishing.” Through this
connection Dr. Gaetan was able to learn
a lot. He’s always remembered this kind
gesture by Dean Scroggins. “I wanted
to donate money to the new building to
simply pay back for all the things I learned
from people there.” The Gaetan family
has an office in the Dean’s Suite named in
their honor. Dr. Gaetan’s USC experience
was really built on asking questions. He
encourages students today to “have
an inquisitive mind. Be inclined to
question and challenge. Don’t
be afraid to ask questions and
seek advice.”

HARRY LOGAN

other students move
forward in their careers.
But I also wanted to
honor my family. The
way we receive our news
is always changing, yet
the news will never die.
The journalism school
does a great job teaching
students the basics they
need but also how to
adapt to the ways
in which we
get our news
today.”
Logan’s gift
named a
conference
room that
honors the
Watson and Logan families.

“Journalism is in our
bloodlines,” says Harry
Logan who has spent his
career working for The
State, Columbia Record, and
Morning News. He also served
as president of the South Carolina
Press Association. Logan graduated Harry Logan
from the University of South
Carolina with a degree in Journalism in
1970, and while he certainly credits the
program for teaching him all the basic
skills that are needed in the field, his
main reason for giving money to the new
journalism school is to honor his family
members who dedicated their lives to their
profession.
Logan has a long family history in
connection with the newspaper industry
that dates back to 1886. His greatgrandfather, Roswell T. Logan, was the
telegraph editor for the News & Courier.
His grandfather, Harry Legare Watson,
was the owner, editor, and publisher of the
Index-Journal of Greenwood, SC and is in
the SCPA Hall of Fame. And his mother,
Virginia Watson Logan, was on the ad
staff of the Evening Post Co. located in
Charleston, SC. “I wanted to give back
to the school that helped me so much in
my career while at the same time helping

HOW TO GIVE

To give to the College of Information and Communications
visit sc.edu/cic/giving

Logan's donation plaque in
the new journalism building.

FAMILY PHOTOS
Left: Logan’s
grandfather Harry
Legare Watson,
1904 at his desk .
Below: Entire staff of
the News & Courier in
1888, Logan’s Great
Grandfather, Roswell
T. Logan, pictured
bottom far left.

Donors

THANK YOU,

As a student and
graduate assistant
in the then-College
of Journalism in
the mid-1970s, I
experienced from
both sides of
the lectern what
caring, challenging
professors and
classes can mean
in preparation
for what, in my
case, was a 40year career in
newspapers. My
wife, Jane, and
I believe in the
need for a wellprepared, diligent
and curious free
press, today
perhaps more
than ever. The
work being done
by the College, we
believe, is vital to
assure that such
preparation of
future journalists
continues.

-Bob Gillespie,
BA
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Karen L. Mallia
Merle B. Manwaring
Dr. Michelle Holley Martin
Jessica Boulware Masanotti
Michelle S. Masse
Whitney Kendell McCormac
Susan Watson McCoy
Brenda Bell McDowell
William L. McElveen
Denise Ann McGill
Donna Ann Meeks
Patricia H. Menzer
Shannon P. Mewborn
Dr. Reid H. Montgomery, Jr.
Alison June Moons
Frank Moore
Dr. Gary C. Moss
Susan P. Neely
Wendy D. Nensel and
Kenneth M. Kraft
Sherron D. Nesmith

Is your name missing from the Donor List? There may be a reason why:
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David S. Nivens
Alexander B. Noe, Jr.
Lauren V. Nottoli
Jane K. Olsgaard
Anne B. Orange
Clayton Keith Owen
Matthew Clayton Palka
Parul Jitendra Patel
John K. Payne
Barbara M. Pearson
Kathy and Bob Pettit
Mr. & Mrs. J. Michael Petty
Susan Poorbaugh
James W. Pou
Lenora Price
Wanda A. Proteau
Elizabeth G. Quackenbush
Michael W. Quinn
Dr. Susan R. Rathbun-Grubb
Paige Sands Rice
Donna F. Roberts
Thomas P. Robertson, Jr.
James H. Rokosny
Kristin Anne Ronan
Katharine M. Ropp
Lonnie Joe Rosier
Lolita Angelica Rowe
LTC Mariane F. Rowland
Dawn Garnette Sanders
William B. Sanders
Dr. Marilyn and Mr. Roger
Sarow
Michelle Sawyer Charlin
Nancy Schmid
Erin L. Schuetze
Elaine Ruddock Schupp
Megan Anne SextonFretwell
Dr. W. Edwin Sharp
Patricia ShawcrossBuffington
LTC Gary W. Sheftick
Pamela Sherborne
MJ Simmons
Michael Brent Simmons
Suzette Sims
Jessica Jacqueline Simson
Richard G. Singleton II
Lisabeth D. Sisk
Dawn M. Smith
Dr. Sally W. Smith
Adam R. Snyder
Dr. Paul Solomon
Walter C. Sprouse, Jr.
Leonard William Stabile III
Chris Stanley

Carl Sessions Stepp
Madonna L. Stoehr
Elizabeth C. Stoney
Kerry G. Stubbs
Dr. Andrea and Mr. Ben
Tanner
Janet E. Tarbox and
TalmadgeLeGrand
Tracy Theo
Ellie Thomas
Kela E. Thomas
Captain Larry Thomas
Ernie Trubiano
Nancy K. Twohey
Jason T. Wagenheim
Alice O. Walker
James H. Wannamaker III
Dr. Linda M. Waskow
Alice Wasson
Karen Bennett Waterfield
Sally G. Waters
Charles E. Watson, Jr.
Jane L. Weatherred
David L. Weintraub
Ferrell P. Wellman
Leila S. Wenthe
Ernest L. Wiggins
Dr. Robert V. Williams
Edgar Williamson
Ronald W. Williamson
Susan Gail Wilson
Sharon F. Woody
Megan L. Yongue
CORPORATE DONORS
AAF of the Midlands
Allstate Foundation
AT&T Foundation
BB&T
Boeing Company
Chernoff Newman, LLC
Columbia State
Free Times
Health Enterprises Inc.
McClatchy Newspapers
Incorporated
The Meredith Corporation
Foundation
Morris Communications
Company, LLC
Nelson Mullins Riley &
Scarborough, L.L.P.
PrintTek

Rowman & Littlefield
Publishing Group
SCANA Services, Inc.
Schneider Electric North
America Foundation
The State Media Company
Unum Corporation

I chose to
support SLIS
in my estate
plan because
my education
and the faculty
there profoundly
impacted my
career path. I
associated with
many wonderful
people and had
highly enriching
experiences. I
am proud to be a
librarian because
of all that I
learned at SLIS!
-Beatriz Pascual
Wallace, SLIS
MLIS 2001

1. You made your gift before October 21, 2015 or after March 21, 2016.
2. Your gift was designated to another college or program.
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Alumni NOTES
1970S

Gillespie, Robert, BA, 1973,
MMC, 1979, retired as a fulltime sports writer with The
State in 2010. He continues
to write part-time as needed.
Gillespie occasionally writes
for the S.C. Department of
Parks, Recreation and Tourism
website and for regional golf
publications.
Photo provided by Andria Amaral
©2016 Shawn G. Henry

Amaral, Andria,
MLIS, 1994, has
been named to
the 2016 Library
Journal Movers
and Shakers
list. Amaral
is the young
adult services
manager at
the Charleston
County Public
Library,
located in
Charleston, S.C.

Rogers, David, BA, 1978, has
been installed as associate
pastor at Cross of Life
Lutheran Church in Roswell,
Ga.
Sprouse, Walter, BA, 1973,
has been named to Georgia
Trend magazine’s 2016 list
of the 50 Most Notable
Georgians. It is the fifth time
Sprouse has been included on
the list.
Weidman, Larry, BA, 1976,
has retired from WGRC
Radio in Lewisburg, Pa. He
now works as a part-time
audio/visual tech coordinator
for First Baptist Cumming
in Cumming, Ga., and is a
certified tennis instructor.

1980S
Fisher, Adam, BA,
1988, has published
two books:
The True Diary
of an Adman
and Speaking
of Recovery.
Gregory, Margaret (Rogers),
BA, 1985, has been named
communications manager
for Michelin’s facilities in
Lexington, S.C.
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Kennedy, Lou, BA, 1984, has
been named a 2016 Woman
of Distinction by Girl Scouts
of South Carolina – Mountains
to Midlands. Kennedy is the
president, CEO and owner
of Nephron Pharmaceuticals
Corporation.
McCurry, John, BA, 1980, is
executive editor of Greenville
S.C. based Integrated Media
Publishing. He oversees
the editorial operations of
Greenville Business Magazine,
Columbia Business Monthly
and Charleston Business.

Rogers, Aïda, BA,
1983, is a writer/
editor for the South
Carolina Honors
College at USC in
Columbia, S.C. Her
new anthology,
volume 2 of State
of the Heart: South
Carolina Writers
on the Places
They Love, was
released by USC
Press last fall.
Williams, Virginia Kay, MLIS,
1987, Librarianship Specialist
certificate, 2004, has been
named head of acquisitions
at Texas State University, San
Marcos, TX.

1990S
Bradsher, Charles,
MLIS, 1992, has
been named chief
of the National
Agricultural Library’s
Acquisitions and
Metadata Branch in
Beltsville, Md.

Breazeale, Ben, BA, 1992,
MLIS, 1994, has been named
senior director of government
relations for South Carolina at
Time Warner Cable.
Caraviello, David, BA, 1992,
received first place in sports
beat reporting and first place
in spot sports story at the
2015 South Carolina Press
Association News Contest
awards. Caraviello is a staff
writer for The Post and Courier
in Charleston, S.C.
Dusenbury, Ashley, BA, 1994,
has been named the 2016
president of the South Carolina
Chapter of the Public Relations
Society of America.

Land, Kim
(Buckner), BA, 1998,
has been named a
2016 Distinguished
Young Alumna by
the Darla Moore
School of Business.
She earned an
MBA in 2002.

2000S
Beeker, LaDonna, BA,
2005, has been promoted
to assignment editor/digital
content producer at WIS-TV in
Columbia, S.C.
Burton, Jackie Faye, BA,
2007, received an MA in
business journalism from
Columbia University. She now
works in Kabul, Afghanistan,
producing videos for the U.S.
Defense Department.
Cloninger, David, BA, 2000,
MMC, 2002, received first
place in sports column writing
at the 2015 South Carolina
Press Association News
Contest awards. Cloninger
is a reporter at The State in
Columbia, S.C.

Cox, Bryan, BA, 2004,
is southern region
communications director for
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement in Atlanta.
Davis, Brian, BA, 2008, is
senior manager of practice
groups communications and
publications for American
Health Lawyers Association in
Washington, D.C.
Fastenau, Stephen, BA, 2007,
received first place in profile
feature writing or story at the
2015 South Carolina Press
Association News Contest
awards. Fastenau is assistant
city editor at The Beaufort
Gazette and The Island Packet.
Fitzgerald, Rita (Koch), BA,
2009, is lead account manager
at Supplemental Oxygen
Digital in Charlotte, N.C.

Loveday, Amanda, BA,
2007, has joined NP Strategy
in Columbia, S.C., as senior
project manager.

Cox, Chris, BA, 2011, is
managing editor of Golf
Business Magazine in
Charleston, S.C.

Miller, Bernice, BA, 2005, is
assistant to Shirley MacLaine
for the film, “The Last Word.”

Mitchell, Elena (Faria), BA,
2013, married fellow USC
alumnus Joseph Mitchell in
January. She will graduate
from the University of Virginia
School of Law in May.

Peeler, Jodie, MA, 1998,
Ph.D., 2001, is a professor of
communications at Newberry
College in Newberry, S.C.
Pieper, Rebekah (Nale), BA,
2009, is marketing segment
manager for South Carolina
Federal Credit Union in North
Charleston, S.C.
Sellers, Julia, BA, 2006, is
assistant editor of Clemson
World magazine.

Foussat, Eva, BA, 2005, has
been named creative director
for the South Carolina Hospital
Association.

Skillman, Shawn, BA, 2003,
is a senior communications
specialist at BlueCross
BlueShield of South Carolina.
He won an American
Advertising Federation of the
Midlands Silver Award in 2015.
A 2014 graduate of Blueprint
for Leadership, he serves on
the Palmetto Place Children’s
Shelter board.

Hallums, Kimberly, BA, 2007,
has joined Maryland Institute
College of Art in Baltimore as
social media manager.

Varner, Melissa (McIntosh),
BA, 2001, has been promoted
to news director of WCSC-TV/
Live 5 News in Charleston, S.C.

Hilton, Katherine
Swartz, BA,
2000, has been
named to The
State Newspaper's
2016 Twenty
Under Forty list.

2010S

Foessel, Kathryn, BA, 2001,
is an executive producer for
WSPA-TV in Spartanburg, S.C.

Lambert, Annie, BA, 2008,
is the director of alumni
engagement for the University
of South Carolina College of
Nursing.
Lessard, Kelly (Cavanaugh),
BA, 2007, is a freelance writer
for the Fort Mill Times in Fort
Mill, S.C.

Brown, Chris, BA, 2013,
is a graphic designer and
creative specialist with ISEP in
Arlington, Va.
Cahill, Harrison, BA, 2014,
has been name public
information officer for
Lexington County, S.C.
Cope, Cassie, BA, 2013,
received first place in
government beat reporting at
the 2015 South Carolina Press
Association News Contest
awards. Cope is a political
reporter at The State in
Columbia, S.C.

Murphy, Desiree, BA, 2011, is
an entertainment news writer/
reporter for Entertainment
Tonight in Burbank, Calif.
Pullen, Ashley, BA, 2015,
is a program coordinator at
Columbia College in Columbia,
S.C.
Purtell, David, BA, 2011, is a
reporter at the Mitchell NewsJournal in Spruce Pine, N.C.

Sisson, Diana,
Ph.D., 2015, is an
assistant professor
at Auburn University
in Auburn, Ala.
Stanley, Caroline, BA, 2015,
is an advertising account
executive with The State
Media Company in Columbia,
S.C.
Stephens, Sarah, BA, 2010, is
an account supervisor for GCI
Health in New York.
Turner, Anna (Stevens),
BA, 2015, is a production
coordinator
for Midlands
Technical
College.

Photo provided by Lauren Chess
LinkedIn

Chess, Lauren,
BA, 2008,
MMC, 2012, has
been named
to The State
Newspaper's
2016 Twenty
Under Forty list.

Wiederkehr,
Anna (Hodgson),
BA, 2012, is
a Masters of
Design student
at Zurcher
Hochschule der
Kunste in Zurich,
Switzerland.

Submit your Alumni Notes to
REBEKAHB@mailbox.sc.edu
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Thank you

TO THE DONORS WHO HAVE GIVEN
TO STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS
Over 200 students received CIC scholarships in 2016.

DANIELLE PADGETT

Ben J. Grant Scholarship
Senior advertising student.

“As an independent student, scholarships
like this are one of the biggest reasons I
am able to afford a higher education.”

SENECA JACKSON

Cooper-Davis Fellowship

Second-year Master of Library and
Information Science student.

“Receiving funding for my studies has allowed
me to focus on my education rather than
worrying about the cost of tuition.”

INTERESTED IN GIVING TO STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS?
Contact Elizabeth Quackenbush in the Development Office
803-777-6898 or elizaq@mailbox.sc.edu.

