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I

n April, I gave a speech at
the University Associates
Luncheon. It was a chance
to introduce myself and share
my vision for the CIC. I opened
it with a one-liner of sorts:
What did the journalist say to
the librarian?
The question referred to
our two schools, which have
much more in common than
you might realize at first glance.
Dr. Tom Reichert
Dean, College of Information and
We share as our core mission
Communications
the creation and sharing of
information so that people
Dr. R. David Lankes
can make better decisions to
Associate Dean and Director
improve themselves and their
School of Library and Information Science
communities — whether that be
Dr. Andrea Tanner
through news or libraries. The
Associate Dean and Director
data and the technology we use
School of Journalism and Mass Communications
to share information are now
obvious points of overlap.
Rebekah Friedman
We are seeking common
Communications Manager
ground in our curriculum.
Elaine Arnold
College-wide, we’re offering
Senior Director of Development
classes on information literacy
because we live in an era of
Hope Watson
fake news and internet hoaxes,
Assistant Director of Development
and people are questioning
which information they can
Clara DuPre
Alumni and Donor Relations Manager
trust. A recent study found that
nearly 60 percent of people are
Patty Hall
worried they can’t tell what’s
Webmaster
real and what’s not in the media;
that’s an issue that graduates
Lewis Zeigler
Photographer
from both schools must now
be prepared to address in their
Katherine Pettit
careers.
Executive Editor
Beyond curriculum, we’re
offering a series of talks on
Alison Moons
disruptive technologies to
Design Editor
prepare our students for the
ever-changing landscape. In
March, we offered a seminar

with the Darla Moore School
of Business on blockchain
technology and how it may be
even bigger than the internet.
In March, we also sent a team
of students and professors
from both schools to the
South by Southwest Interactive
Festival in Austin for a oneof-a-kind opportunity to learn
about emerging trends and
technologies that aren’t even
on most people’s radars yet.
They came back telling us about
artificial intelligence, augmented
reality, visual literacy and more.
And, in April, as part of the
university’s first-ever giving day,
Give4Garnet, we raised funding
to build the Carolina Command
Center, a professional-level
social media monitoring lab.
Thanks to our many donors,
students in both our schools
will learn how to analyze social
media chatter to predict election
outcomes. Our faculty will be
able to take their research to
the next level by mining data
from Twitter. And both of
them will learn how to use
the center by doing things like
generating analytics reports for
local businesses, libraries and
nonprofits.
So, what did the journalist say
to the librarian?
How about this? “Nice to be
working with you.”

Public Relations, Senior

Photos by Anna Huff
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Quick TAKES

C-SPAN’S 50 STATES BUS TOUR VISITS USC

News and notes from the College of
Information and Communications,
the School of Journalism and Mass
Communications and the School of
Library and Information Science.

COFFEE, CONVERGENCE AND COMMUNICATIONS

On Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
SJMC opened its doors for Breakfast
of Champions, an event designed to
expand diversity in the school and
attract underrepresented students
to advertising, public relations and
other forms of communication. The
special event, held in partnership
with the American Advertising
Federation, targeted all students, but
particularly those with undecided
majors and those enrolled in local
high schools and historically black
colleges and universities.

“I found the event interesting
because of the panelists who spoke
with us,” said Sasha Graddick, a
junior broadcast major. “Their
advice on how to brand myself and
bring diversity to a job was essential
to me. I think it is very important in
today’s market, especially with the
current social climate to have that
diversity in the workplace.”
The event offered a panel
discussion, an opportunity for
students to ask questions about the
different fields from professionals

and more information on the
graduate program. The first
breakfast, held in 2014, attracted
15 participants and two off-campus
students from other universities. In
2018, the event grew to 60 students.
The SJMC plans to make Breakfast
of Champions an annual event.
-Tyria Goines

Students, staff and alumni gather inside the
C-SPAN bus to learn about C-SPAN programs
and the 50 States Tour. Photo by Emily LeBlanc

Students, staff and alumni lined up for their turn inside of the revamped
C-SPAN bus, “all curious about C-SPAN’s approach to news and fascinated
by the innovation inside such a small space,” said J-school alumna Ashley
Dusenbury, who dropped by to see it for herself. The bus tour, featuring
elected officials in every state capital, interviewed Lt. Gov. Kevin Bryant before
pulling up on Sumter Street. C-SPAN gave bus tours, classroom informational
sessions and recorded 30-second clips from students, staff and community
leaders for its “Voices of the States” segment.
-Emily LeBlanc

HER CAMPUS SOUTH CAROLINA ALUMNA KRISTINA ZAGAME

Broadcast Journalism major Kristina Zagame helped start Her
Campus South Carolina (HCSC) and quickly worked her way up
to president/editor in chief. “HCSC helped me define my voice,”
she said. "I had a whole new support system behind me.” Now an
alumna, Zagame works for NBC5/Fox26 in Medford, Oregon, and

CAREER FAIR

Left to right: Assistant Dean Rushondra James, Association of Black Journalists (ABJ) members
Nicole Dennis, Awa Dia, Brianna Briggs, Analis Bailey, Sasha Graddick, Ashten Latta,
Jesikah Lawrence, and CIC Dean Tom Reichert all attended the event.
Photo provided by Rushondra James

BEST WISHES

Charles Bierbauer, former
dean, current professor and
host of SCETV’s “This
Week in South Carolina” is
retiring in June. We wish him
well as he embarks on his
next step.

“THINK TWICE” CAMPAIGN

Bierbauer hosting "This
Week in South Carolina."
Photo by Darby Hallman

Vanessa Ruiz receiving her award on stage.
Photo provided by Dean Tom Reichert

BEYOND HOOP DREAMS
Frank Booker, the 6-foot-3 point guard from Reykjavik, Iceland, is well
known at the University of South Carolina for being able to hit a threepointer from anywhere. But in the School of
Journalism and Mass Communications, he is
known simply as a fellow student.
Booker is a graduate student seeking a master’s
degree in journalism and mass communication.
He has potential plans to play professionally in
Greece and Italy, although the NBA remains his
No. 1 goal post-graduation. Wherever he lands, he
is sure to represent the J-school well.
-Ciara Gray
Frank Booker shoots a free throw during their January game at home against Mississippi State.
Photo provided by Claire Albrecht
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couldn’t be more thankful for the guidance
and support her experiences at SJMC and
USC gave her. “UofSC has a pretty grueling
broadcast journalism program and I’m really
happy it did,” she said. -Madison Oswald

TWO DISTINGUISHED
MULTICULTURAL GAMECOCKS
Two SJMC students were recognized among the
50 Most Promising Multicultural Students in the
nation by the American Advertising Foundation.
The award-winners, senior public relations student
Vanessa Ruiz and senior advertising major Pedro
Bernardino, attended the panel discussions,
mentoring sessions and industry immersions
that the event featured. “The experience really
inspired me to go out and create my own path as
well as reinforced the importance of hustle in this
industry,” Bernardino said.
-Lindsay Bratun

As part of SJMC instructor Ernie
Grigg’s campaigns competitions class,
five public relations students set out to
combat racial extremism before it starts on
the University of South Carolina campus.
The #ThinkTwice movement helps bring
awareness to subtle acts of discrimination
that can develop into larger issues over time.
It encourages students to take the pledge to
think twice before saying, posting or acting.
The campaign was entered in several
competitions and won three gold and two
honorable mentions in the AVA Digital
Awards, which recognizes excellence in
digital communication.
The message will also be incorporated
into the Carolinian Creed and into
University 101, the required seminar course
for all freshmen. Visit thinktwiceuofsc.com
to learn more about the campaign and watch
the video with Cocky.
-Hayley Schmitt
Members of the Think Twice team pose for a picture on
Pledge Day. Pictured left to right: Victoria Milligan, Laura
Simpson, Amanda Budd, Katy Nystrom, Vanessa Ruiz.
Photo provided by @ThinkTwiceUofSC on Twitter

This year’s Career Fair featured 40 employers, including big names like
Fox News, iHeartMedia and Gamecock Athletics. The SJMC hosted the
event in the Russell House Ballroom on March 22, connecting current
J-school students with entry level jobs and summer internships. About
200 students came to network with the sea of employers representing
large and small companies and a variety of professions. “It was a fantastic
experience,” said advertising major Katie O’Boyle. “I can’t wait to apply for
the positions I heard about.” -Erin Lee
For more information about next year’s Career Fair,
contact Katie Bullard at kbullard@mailbox.sc.edu

GAMECOCKS IN MIAMI
Public relations major Taylor
Evans kicked off her spring
break in Miami with work to be
done.
The Public Relations Student
Society of America’s (PRSSA)
2018 National Assembly was
held in the Magic City, and
Evans had a seat at the table as a
delegate. Other SJMC attendees
were Taylor Apel, Michala
Ciambotti, Gabriella Kinzler and
Megan White.
“I loved being at National
Assembly,” Ciambotti said.
“One thing that stuck with me
was, ‘You don’t have to reinvent
the wheel, just refine it.’ The
speakers were engaging and
knowledgeable and I’m glad I got
to represent USC.”

Evans,
a member
of PRSSA
for two years,
was selected to
Taylor Evans
serve as the delegate
for the university’s PRSSA
chapter and was one of more
than 190 delegates from across
the country.
As she prepares for graduation
in May, Evans is grateful for
her time in the organization.
“PRSSA has played a major role
in my professional development
as a student,” Evans said. “This
organization has connected me
with like-minded individuals
and exposed me to the public
relations industry.”
-Madeline Janflone
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Quick TAKES,

WORLDS APART
After traveling almost 8,000 miles
to obtain a master’s degree in mass
communication and integrated marketing
communication at USC, Salima Al
Masrouri is now back in her home country
of Oman working for Shell Oil. As the
external relations advisor for one of the
largest oil companies in the world, she
handles the media and public relations,
social and digital media content creation,
crisis communications, and internal
communications. “Education in the U.S. is
completely different from that in Oman,”
she says. When asked to describe her
experience at USC, she said “priceless.”
-Stephanie Woronko

IN HER SHOES
Three years ago, senior journalism major
Alexa Hill started “In Her Shoes,” a women’s
networking and paneling event. What started
out as a six-panel event with 18 speakers is
now a community-wide event garnering more
than 200 students and multiple sponsors.
Hill credits SJMC for giving her all
the tools and skills needed to succeed in
journalism. “I’ve been allowed countless
opportunities to actively improve those skills
in real-life situations.”
-Anna Huff

TAKING IT TO THE TURF

LEADERSHIP IN LIBRARIES
As part of the University of South
Carolina’s Leadership Week, the College
of Information and Communications
hosted Melanie Huggins, Richland
Library’s executive director, for a
leadership dialogue breakfast. She
received her Master of Library and
Information Science from Carolina
after taking a position in Richland
Library’s children’s department. At the
event, Huggins described her route to
library leadership, as well as her idea
that libraries influence the community’s
quality of life. Leadership, she said,
is about giving things away and not
worrying about getting credit.
-Lynn Schutte

SJMC students Katy Nystrom, Katie Pasciak
and Alex Prince not only master intricate steps
and difficult arrangements as members of the
marching band, they promote a new half-time
show each week as members of the media team.
It’s a small group selected from an application
process and supervised by Cormac Cannon,
marching band director and Tonya Mitchell,
assistant band director.
“The media team is a close group of creative
students who come from a variety of different
majors,” said Prince, a media arts major who
produces the weekly show preview videos.
Pasciak is a visual communications major who
Melanie Huggins meets with a student
during the leadership dialogue breakfast.
Photo provided by Rebekah Friedman

CHECK OUT THE TEAM’S WORK:
Instagram @thecarolinaband • FB/ The Carolina Bands • Twitter @TheCarolinaBand

HISTORY OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS

Throughout history, information science and communication have relied on each other to successfully deliver information to the public.
Reviewing the past solidifies the partnership between our two schools. Infographic by Anna Huff, compiled by Madeline Mulkey.

The marching band at Williams-Brice
Stadium. Photo provided by Jen Zelig

ON THE RISE
The College of Information and Communications experienced record enrollment
for the 2017-2018 school year. A total of 1,688 students enrolled in SJMC at the beginning of the
school year, 145 more than the previous year. As a result of the surge of students attending classes in
the CIC, additional class sections and online courses have been made available to students.
-Jenna Eustace

PUTTING THEIR BEAKS IN A BOOK

Recently, West Columbia City Council passed
a resolution recognizing WeReadSC and partners
BC Grammar School No. 1 Elementary School,
Cayce-West Columbia Branch Library, Cocky’s
Reading Express™ and the Hearst Foundations for
declaring literacy a priority for the city of West Columbia.
Supported by the SLIS, WeReadSC’s mission is, “to work
to build bridges between literacy learning opportunities in homes, public
libraries, elementary schools and communities.” By encouraging people to
put their #beakinabook, WeReadSC supports a love of reading in children
and families. As the program organizers like to say, “Reading is not just a
school subject; it’s a life skill.”
-Claire Albrecht

handles photography for the social posts, and
public relations major Nystrom writes the
band’s weekly newsletter. Along with two other
members, the team produces online content
that encourages audience interaction and builds
enthusiasm for the next game and show. They
were able to utilize drone footage for the first
time during the 2017 season, adding a dynamic
perspective to the publicity.
“It’s a wonderful experience,” Prince said. “I’ve
learned more about production work and how
to get products finished in a quick turnaround
environment.”
-Maddie Compton

Pamela Lackey photographed
with Dean Tom Reichert.
Photo by Harula Paraschos

CIC LEADS DIVERSITY
DISCUSSION

LEADING AND SUCCEEDING IN A WORLD OF CHANGE
During remarks to the
library media specialist. Today,
CIC at a new leadership
she leads a major corporation.
speaker series, Pamela
Lackey encouraged students to
Lackey, president of AT&T
build their own successful 21st
South Carolina, shared her
century career paths through
experiences in building a
some of the techniques she
successful career in the
found useful. The program,
information business. Finding
spearheaded by Professor Bill
what motivates people, being
Hogue of SLIS, is the first in
honest and compassionate,
what may become an annual
and setting high expectations
leadership speaker series.
is what helped shape Lackey.
-Harula Paraschos
Her career began as a school

The Gutenberg
TheBible
Gutenberg
is printed,
Bible is printed,
Papyrus plants
Papyrus
pressed
plants pressed
revolutionizing
revolutionizing
the printing the printing
together to together
create sheets
to create
of sheets of
process. Authorship,
process. Authorship,
citations
citations
papyrus, a wooden
papyrus,stick
a wooden stick
and peer-reviewed
journals all journals all
Gutenberg Bible/ Gutenberg
Bible/ and peer-reviewed
Papyrus
Papyrus
attached to attached
the edge to
forthe edge for
Printing press became
Printing press
important
becameelements
important
in elements in
2560 B.C.
2560 B.C.
1450
1450
easy handling.
easy handling.
articles.
articles.

The CIC hosted its inaugural Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion Research Panel in April.
The event’s panel consisted of faculty from
both schools, and Dr. Nicole Cooke from the
University of Illinois provided the keynote
address. Dr. Cooke is an author and leading
authority on social justice in librarianship.
The director of SLIS, Dr. David Lankes,
said, “This panel has further fulﬁlled the goal
of how, in our schools and in this ﬁeld, we
can actually have a working agenda that does
more than just say ‘diversity is important.’ ”
-Savannah Willis

More commonly
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articles that articles
allowedthat
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allowed quick
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access toarticles.
referenced articles.
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Clay tablets

Clay tablets

Codex

Codex

AP style

AP style

EBooks

EBooks

First writings,
First
called
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written withwritten with
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tablets
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to tablets to
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of payment.
records of payment.
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CIC GOES

S

Above: Photo by
Tara Mortensen

Students, left to right,
Ivey Spellman, Michaela
Baker, Grace Steptoe,
Brian Mackenzie, Ricky
Tafolla and Andrew
Dunn at the convention
center after getting their
badges the first night.
Right: Photo by Grace Steptoe
Michaela Baker looks out
over the famous graffiti
wall in Austin, Texas,
sporting her UofSC T-shirt.
Below: Photo by Michaela Baker
Ricky Tafolla poses at
the graffiti wall.

SXSW

ix students and two
faculty members
from the College
of Information and
Communications kicked
off their spring break
by spending five days at the 2018 South by
Southwest Interactive Festival in Austin, Texas.
The action-filled SXSW experience provides
everything from networking to workshops
with some of the world’s leading artists and
innovators. Speakers included Keith Urban,
Michael Dell, Christiane Amanpour and Karlie
Kloss, all addressing topics wildly dissimilar
from one another. The broad range of subject
matter covered at the conference is part of what
makes it one of the biggest of its kind in the
world. “The hope is that they’ll come back from
the trip with a unique perspective on what’s next
in their industries,” said Dr. Tom Reichert, dean
of CIC. “It’s yet another way we’re preparing our
graduates to be thinkers and innovators.”
The trip was more than just a chance for
students to network with professionals in their
fields of interest — it was also a chance for
students in the college’s two schools to get to
know one another and explore the common
ground shared in their future careers.
Dr. Tara Mortensen, a professor
for SJMC, and Dr. Elise Lewis, an
instructor for SLIS, accompanied the
six students. “My first impression
before researching what SXSW was
all about was that it was a big party
with celebrities, so I didn’t realize that
the interactive section even existed,”
said Dr. Mortensen. “It still was a
big party with a dozen things to do
at any given time but it was very
inspirational. A lot of the top thinkers,
technologists and brand ambassadors
gave talks speculating on the future
and technology. It was overwhelming
in a good way.”
All the attendees shared what they
learned at a presentation for faculty,
staff, alumni and representatives
from Chernoff Newman, a

10 | SPRING/SUMMER ‘18

Managing
Communications

Story by Madison Oswald

communications firm that co-sponsored the
trip. At this presentation, Grace Steptoe, a
visual communications major, spoke about the
interactive elements at SXSW relating to virtual
reality in beauty.

It’s yet another way we’re
preparing our graduates
to be thinkers and innovators.
-Dean Tom Reichert
However she wasn’t the only one whose
interest was sparked by this evolving technology.
Information science major, Andrew Dunn
gave his insights on interactive light projection,
which provides a new way of looking at a screen
through the use of “dumb” objects as the
medium.
Information science major Ivey Spellman
has worked for Kode with Klossy, a coding
camp for young girls.She made a point to
hear creator Karlie
Kloss speak.“It’s so
important to take
advantage of these
opportunities,”
Spellman said.
Ricky Tafolla,
another viscom
major, learned the
importance of
tapping into emotions
to evoke positive
responses. Viscom
major Michaela
Baker discovered more about visual storytelling,
including how to make people remember, trust
and listen to the product they’re designing. And
information science major Brian Mackenzie used
this opportunity to learn more about the field
of design and technology. During his on-stage
reflection, Mackenzie shared that 50 percent of
people leave a loading page after three seconds.
He hopes to use the information he gained from
these lectures to assist him ethically in the future
of web design.

M

Story and Photos By Lynn Schutte

any alumni
have already
gotten to know
Rebekah Friedman from the two years she
spent as the College of Information and
Communications’ alumni relations and
communications coordinator.
Now, Friedman has shifted gears. In
December 2017, she was named the college’s
first communications manager, giving her
more time to do what she loves most –
spreading the word about how the CIC is
preparing future communicators, librarians
and information specialists.
The transition, she said, made sense
considering her familiarity with both
the School of Journalism and Mass
Communications and the School of Library
and Information Science. Friedman studied
in the SJMC as an undergraduate, worked
in communications for seven years, then
returned to the CIC in 2014 as a student
in the Master of Library and Information
Science program. The alumni relations
position opened up the following year, just
as she was trying to decide on a career path;
her adviser urged her to apply.
“I knew I wanted to work in the library
world, but I didn’t want to give up my
journalism background,” Friedman said.
“This was the best of both worlds.”
Previously, her communications
responsibilities were primarily focused
on alumni. Now, she’s working to reach
students and prospective students, as
well as enhancing the college’s reputation
nationwide. That means more writing for the
website, promoting faculty accomplishments
and creating social media content.
CIC webmaster Patty Hall says Friedman

is “perfect” for the job because she
understands all of the programs, has
experience writing and can manage
social media. But more importantly,
Hall says, is the way her mind works.
“Rebekah has a great sense of
humor,” Hall says. “This is helpful in
communications because it promotes
new ideas, innovative projects and
creative approaches to messaging.”
That creative approach to messaging
will be increasingly important as the
college works to position itself as a
leader within the growing intersection
of data and communications.
“The careers we’re training our
students for have changed a lot in the
past few years,” Friedman said. “Our
college has been a trailblazer when it
comes to predicting what’s next and
adapting our curriculum, and it’s exciting to
share what we’re doing.”
The college’s growing emphasis on
information science is one example of
where that’s happening. Friedman says more
businesses are looking to hire employees
who understand how to work with data;
the CIC has responded by beefing up its
information science major and incorporating
those skills into its communications
curriculum. Her job is to make sure that
employers know that’s happening so that
CIC students are recognized as the
strongest job candidates.
“Our students really are among the
best in the business,” Friedman said.
“I’m always impressed when I hear
about the amazing things they’re doing.
Telling more of those kinds of stories is
what makes this job so much fun.”

Top Left: Friedman in
front of Davis College
Top Right: The back
of a shirt Friedman
designed promoting the
versatility of SLIS.
Below: Friedman with an
alumnus after he won an
award at the 2017 SLIS
SCLA Alumni Tea.
Photo provided by
Rebekah Friedman.

Meet Clara DuPre

The New Alumni and Donor Relations Manager for the CIC
duprecm@mailbox.sc.edu

“I look forward to meeting and engaging with our alumni and friends of the college in
new and exciting ways,” said DuPre. “There are great things ahead for the college, and I’m honored to be a part of it!”

Landing
the

Job

Story By Erin Lee

N

atalie Swift jokes that she never
thought her work days would
be filled with writing about
fiber-reinforced polymer strengthening
systems for bridges. But today, she’s back
in her hometown of Spartanburg, South
Carolina, doing just that as the marketing
and communications specialist for Milliken
& Co., one of the world’s largest industrial
manufacturers.

The staff at the SJMC was phenomenal
at helping me connect with alumni
at a variety of companies.
- Natalie Swift

Photos provided by
Natalie Swift

Top: Swift at Milliken
& Co. headquarters
Right: Swift at an installation
site for Milliken & Co.’s
fiber-reinforced polymer
strengthening system in
Raleigh, North Carolina.

“I’m grateful to work for a company
that supports not only the city I’ve grown
up in but also has an influence in multiple
industries across the globe,” Swift said.
The recent graduate earned her bachelor’s
in journalism in 2015 and her Master of
Mass Communication in 2017, both from
the University of South Carolina. She now
handles all content marketing for Milliken
Growth Ventures group. Her responsibilities
include writing weekly LinkedIn posts and
bi-weekly blog posts, creating and editing
case studies and serving as the primary
contact for trade publications.
Swift is driven by the excitement of
identifying a company’s unique personality
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and carefully forming a strategy to convey it
through writing. She recalls recognizing her
passion during a public relations Maymester
course taught by SJMC senior instructor
Lisa Sisk and Dr. Kevin Hull. Swift and
her classmates spent two weeks in the
classroom and one week in Atlanta, learning
more about the role of public relations
in a professional setting. Later, during her
practicum with BMW, she learned she best
flourished in a corporate environment.
Once Swift understood her strengths, she
began to utilize the resources available to
her as a J-school student. First, she reached
out to Katie Bullard, the SJMC internship
coordinator, who suggested that Swift apply
for the marketing and communications
specialist position with Milliken & Co.
“The staff at the SJMC was phenomenal at
helping me connect with alumni at a variety
of companies, finding job openings and
writing glowing letters of recommendation,”
she said. “I found encouragement and
advice every step of the way during my
job search and can easily say that without
Bullard’s help, I would’ve never come across
this particular position.”

The 2018
Baldwin Lecture

K

Story By Jenna Eustace

enneth Baldwin believes that
how
journalists must be educated in
online
the fields of business and finance
shopping
to create the most impact. That’s why
habits have
the 1949 School of Journalism and Mass
influenced
Communications alumnus supports his alma communities.
mater through a variety of ways, including
In particular,
the annual Baldwin Business and Financial
she explained how
Journalism Lecture.
the decline in local
In recent years, the event has featured
shopping has lowered
successful business journalists Dwyane Bray, sales tax revenue and increased
Charles Lewis and David Leonhardt. In
unemployment.
2018, the SJMC welcomed Valerie Bauerlein,
To illustrate her point, she shared what
who explored
she learned
how online
from reporting
Make
a
short
list
of
journalists
you
shopping
on consumer
admire and want to emulate and trends in two
is changing
communities.
American
read everything they publish.
Bauerlein
cities: Elmira,
-Valerie
Bauerlein
has worked as
New York,
a staff writer
and Wausau,
at The Wall Street Journal since 2005 and
Wisconsin. Many small towns like Elmira
has found her home in the Raleigh-Durham, and Wausau depend on the sales tax
North Carolina area. She attributes much of
generated by shopping malls, Bauerlein said.
her success to study-abroad opportunities
It is very difficult for communities to collect
throughout her education. “It helped me
tax revenue from online purchases.
see how vast the world is and how much my
In addition, retail employment is
understanding of it is based on where and
responsible for one out of every nine jobs
how I grew up,” Bauerlein said. “It gave me
in America, meaning that when malls close,
confidence to go into unknown situations
unemployment rises. And what happens
and figure them out quickly.”
to malls when retail stores begin to close?
She started out covering major regional
Bauerlein explained that many of these
banks such as Bank of America and Wells
spaces are being repurposed – some even
Fargo and major events such as Hurricane
as distribution centers for online sales
Katrina, the 2010 election and the Emanuel
companies such as Amazon.
A.M.E Church killings in Charleston, South
Bauerlein is a successful journalist who
Carolina. Bauerlein then found her niche in
continues to educate herself and the people
economics and politics in the South. She’s
around her every day. Her advice for
also written about NASCAR lawn mower
students hoping to follow in her footsteps?
racing, the Peachoid water tower in upstate
“Make a short list of journalists you admire
South Carolina, and even how Waffle House and want to emulate and read everything
responds to hurricanes.
they publish,” Bauerlein said. “Decode how
During her lecture, Bauerlein explored
they do it.”

Valerie Bauerlein
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Connections through

CAROLINAS

Photo by Laura Smith

Brian Principe, an SJMC broadcast alumnus, won
four awards at the 2017 RTDNAC Fall Conference.

USC students attend the 2018 RTDNAC workshop

2017 RTDNAC Awards

Story and photos by Tyria Goines

A

92-mile trip from the University
of South Carolina to WBTV
Studios in Charlotte, North
Carolina, gave students an inside look at
the world of networking and the journalism
profession. Each academic semester, the
Radio Television Digital News Association
of the Carolinas holds a conference to
connect students to news professionals
to discuss the latest in technology, news
practices and news management. The

If it

Sabrina Shutters, a
junior broadcast major,
receives critiques on her
academic work from a
journalism professional.

here in the Carolinas or the Southeast where
there is a strong familiarity with the work
ethic of our students.”
A variety of journalism-focused
sessions were offered during the four-hour
conference. From investigative journalism,
to producing, landing that first job or
mastering the broadcast voice, students were
allowed to choose any session based on their
needs or interests. For graduating students
or students ready for the job market, oneon-one sessions were
offered in which working
is something you are willing to work
professionals critiqued
hard for, it is really satisfying.
resumes and gave advice
on self-marketing.
-Abbey O'Brien
Abbey O’Brien, an
SJMC broadcast alumna,
RTDNAC is an alignment of all industries in attended the RTDNAC conference every
radio and television for news in North and
year while she was an undergraduate. This
South Carolina.
workshop was her first time attending as a
Dr. Laura Smith, Hearst Lecturer of
professional journalist and presenter advising
Journalism, is a member of the RTDNAC
the next set of young storytellers. Looking
board of directors and attended the
back at her college experience, O’Brien
conference alongside her students.
says attending the conference was the best
“The goal of the RTDNAC organization
opportunity she took advantage of.
is to bring both professionals and students
“There will never be another opportunity
together in a series of events throughout
like the RTDNAC conference,” she said.
the year to make connections and to
“Not only are you meeting professionals in
improve the work we do and deliver to our
the business, but you meet students who
communities,” Dr. Smith said. “Most of our are going to be professionals soon as well.
students are getting hired at the local level
I think it’s a great opportunity to learn and
network, and have this free flow of
ideas.”
Students from all levels of USC’s
journalism program attended the
conference. A variety of university
students from both North and South
Carolina interacted with each other
as the next generation of journalism.
Lindsey Thorpe, a junior broadcast
journalism major, said that meeting
other young journalists was a
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SJMC Alumni Winners
Haney Howell Student
Journalist of the Year

relaxing factor for her.
“Everyone came from different
backgrounds, so it was really unique to see
how everyone comes from a different place
but we’re all in the same boat,” Thorpe said.
“We’re all applying for internships, we’re
all getting interviews, and we’re all getting
denied or rejected, but we’re all getting the
benefit of these conventions and critiques.
The best advice I was given was simply don’t
stop just because it is competitive.”
Diversity is a factor that has remained
a struggle in the field of journalism. The
attendance at the spring 2018 conference
was a blend of students of all ethnicities.
For the news directors and Dr. Smith, the
attendance offered a promising view into the
future.
“It’s an amazing thing when you walk into
the room and you have a wash of color,” Dr.
Smith said. “There were a lot of AfricanAmerican and Hispanic students from
here in the Carolinas. I thought that was
really exciting because we want those
students to get hired. For all of the
newsrooms that struggle with diversity,
we want them to see the students we’re
producing from our program.”

First Place: Brian Principe
Second Place: Hayley Anders

Sportscast (TV)
First Place: Carolina News Sportscast
(April 24, 2017) – Brian Principe

Sports Story (TV)
First Place: “Tebowmania” –
Brian Principe

Feature Reporting (TV)
Second Place: “30 Hours for 40 Minutes of Basketball” –
Brian Principe

News Reporting (TV)
Second Place: “Future of the Affordable Care Act” –
Brandon Knapp

TV News Producing
Second Place: Carolina News (March 31, 2017) –
Bryan Solomon

SJMC alumnae Dominique Johnson, WCIV producer, and
Abbey O’Brien, WBTW multimedia journalist, speak to
students alongside WBTW journalist Staci Inez, journalist
Joe Bruno and WNCT reporter Angie Quezada.
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Launching
Library Scholars

H

Photo provided by Mike Corbo

The Charleston County
cohort. Top row (L toR):
Alexandra Magee, Heidi
Benton, Miriam HoodRiley, Katherine Freligh,
Zoan Stokes, Jennifer
Gomez, Christy James.
Bottom row: Melissa Zahler,
Mary Anne Mouthaan,
Kerri Price, Dr. Lucy Santos
Green, Dr. Karen Gavigan.

Story By Madeline Compton

undreds of South Carolina school
library media specialists are set to
retire within the next five years.
The good news is there’s a new program that
will help prepare librarians to step into these
critical vacancies.
The Library Scholar Program is a
new initiative that will allow the School
of Library and Information Science to
work closely with school districts to train
librarians.
The idea first took shape in a meeting
between SLIS and the Charleston County
School District as a way to fill open

positions by training teachers to fill them.
The inaugural program cohort includes
ten graduate students and is currently in its
first semester. After graduation in fall 2019,
they will work with school faculty within
the district to make a positive impact on
information analysis and overall literacy for
students.
“Training teams of librarians is the
primary focus of the program,” said Dr.
Lankes. He coordinates with SLIS faculty,
the University of South Carolina and the
Charleston County School District to help
the program run smoothly. “There is going

to be a real need for librarians across the
state,” he said. “It is a great time for our
students.”
Students receive hands-on training as part
of the cohort. They take two classes per
semester during the spring, summer and fall
and will graduate with Master of Library and
Information Science degrees.
As the inaugural cohort, Dr. Lankes said
the students get the advantage of lots of
attention. They provide feedback about how
the program is going in order to better shape
it for the next cohort participants.

Photo provided
by Hood-Riley

Charleston County cohort
member Miriam Hood-Riley
at “A Night With the Stars,”
a Charleston County School
District awards banquet.

This is a program that we’re
really experimenting with.
-Dr. David Lankes
Through the Library Scholar Program,
cohorts of eight to 12 members will be
created. The inaugural cohort’s 10 members
are currently teachers within the district who
are planning to become school librarians and
have agreed to a five-year commitment to
the Charleston County School District.
By going through the program together,
a group dynamic is created that helps the
cohort members form connections with each
other and learn together at the same rate.
The cohort format allows the program to be
tailored to the district’s specific needs.
“They are fabulous teachers,” Dr. Lankes
said of the teachers-turned-students.
The sense of community that will come
from being grouped together as a cohort will
benefit the school district and the children
who visit the school libraries there. And, Dr.
Lankes said the library skills the members
gain will be a “transformational change for
the district.”
“This experience has given me the
opportunity to make connections with
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not only MLIS
students, but with
librarians across the
state,” said Miriam
Hood-Riley, a member
of the Charleston County
cohort. “These will be lifelong connections.”
This all comes together into a “signature
process,” said Mike Corbo, SLIS office and
communications coordinator. “This will help
them become leaders, not only in Charleston
County, but across South Carolina.”
Though the first cohort has only just

started its journey through the Library
Scholar Program, plans for the future are
already in development. Five other school
districts are interested in having faculty
enroll, and there are plans to expand the
program outside of school districts and into
community libraries.
The future of the program is malleable
to whatever the needs of the next cohort
may be. “This is a program that we’re really
experimenting with,” Dr. Lankes said. “It
can show what a library program can be a
part of.”

The inaugural cohort of the Library Scholars Program
Heidi Benton, Katherine Freligh, Jennifer Gomez, Miriam
Hood-Riley, Catherine McBride, Alexandra Magee, Mary
Anne Mouthaan, Kerri Price, Zoan Stokes, Melissa Zahler.
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PAWS for Literacy
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B

“Our goal is to have enough
therapy dogs in the program
to service the needs of the
entire district,” she said.
Price takes all of her
graduate courses online while
teaching, giving her enough
time to commit to PAWS
for Literacy. As one of eight
teachers selected for the
Charleston County librarian
cohort – under the SLIS
Library Scholar Program –
she couldn’t be more excited
for the opportunity.
Price intends to partner
with the Education
Department at the College
of Charleston to design a
standards-based curriculum
for the program, which
should be up and running by
summer break. She plans to
pilot PAWS for Literacy at
Burns Elementary School,
where she has accepted a
media specialist position.
Price shares touching
moments with her students
and the dogs on her PAWS
for Literacy Facebook page.
“Pet therapy has changed
my life,” she said. “I enjoy
making a difference in
the community with these
amazing dogs!”

iStock Photo

recalls. PAWS for Literacy
has been growing ever since.
Price works as a language
and humanities teacher
at the Buist Academy in
Charleston and volunteers
on her days off for students
who need her. With help
from professionals like Price,
I knew I needed something
almost two-thirds of readingpositive in my life.
disabled children can become
proficient or advanced,
-Kerri Price
according to Reading
even harder for them to
Rockets.
catch up. That’s where Callie
The Charleston County
comes in.
School District is trying to
Kerri Price, a graduate
expand the program to reach
Follow PAWS
student in the School of
more schools. “Schools
for Literacy on
Library and Information
from all over CCSD have
Facebook
Science, brings her dog, Callie, contacted me to ask how
& Instagram
to schools in Charleston,
to bring PAWS for Literacy
@pawsforliteracy. South Carolina, to help
into their schools. I have
children read. Her program, even received a request from
PAWS for Literacy, gives
a teacher in another school
children a nonjudgmental
district,” Price said.
environment for open
Usually, it’s just Price and
learning where they can read Callie in attendance at the
while being comforted by
Buist Academy on Saturday
their furry friends.
mornings, but two pet
When her father
handler teams have recently
unexpectedly
passed
away,
joined them. With the
Photos provided by Kerri Price
Callie and Price play with
Price became inspired to
program growing, she will
several Buist Academy
combine two of her passions: soon need the assistance of
students while the students
reading and pet therapy. “I
the 200-plus fellow members
find their safe space
knew I needed something
of the Charleston-area
for learning to read.
positive in my life,” she
Alliance of Therapy Dogs.

Abstract Digital network communication

R

eading is
challenging for
almost 40 percent
of children, according to
Reading Rockets, a national
multimedia literacy initiative.
As children grow older, it’s

Story By Emily LeBlanc

Crypto

Story By Savannah Willis

y the time InterCom is on desks,
Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies to
Bitcoin’s $7,861.62 per-share worth
applications such as Instagram or Snapchat,
could have doubled, halved, crashed and blockchain to an operating system such
or skyrocketed. As a result, investors in
as Apple OS, Blackberry OS or Window OS.
the cryptocurrency, ranging from lawnWhereas Bitcoin may be one of its
mowing high
hottest applications,
schoolers to wall
It is a disruptive technology blockchain’s
street moguls, may
features — such
that will impact
be found celebrating
as transparency of
behaviors
everywhere.
or frantically
transactions, security,
withdrawing their
accountability
-Joseph Olewitz
investments. But it is
between parties
assured that the technology that enables the
and efficiency for users — will prove to
existence of Bitcoin will continue to grow.
be valuable in industries that require exact
“It is a disruptive technology that will
measurements and trust. Voting for political
impact behaviors everywhere,” said Joseph
candidates, charitable giving and freight
Olewitz, a keynote speaker at a session
shipping all become more verifiable with the
hosted in March by the CIC and the Darla
incorruptible ledger that is blockchain.
Moore School of Business titled “Blockchain
Businesses and individuals integrating
Explained!”
with this digital database may prosper,
Local senior-level business executives
and students at USC are embracing the
and communicators attended the session to
possibility.
further understand these potential effects
“I welcome and promote the use of
as explained by the session’s three keynote
blockchain as an alternative to centralized
speakers, Olewitz, a virtual chief revenue
servers because without the oversight of a
officer, Sydney Lai, the head of strategy
mutually trusted third party, it can provide
for ConsenSys, and Robert Viglione, a coa layer of encryption for peer-to-peer data
founder of the cryptocurrency ZenCash and transfers and a process to verify and store
Ph.D. candidate at USC. All three speakers
data transfer records,” said Andrew Wright,
emphasized that blockchain will foster
a senior advertising major. He attends
growth, speed and accuracy in multiple
Carolina Crypto Club meetings in hopes
industries.
of improving trust in the digital advertising
Olewitz compared attempting to digest the exchange process after graduation.
concepts of blockchain and cryptocurrency
Another SJMC student, Margarette
to understanding the internet during the
Ruth Snell, performs blockchain and
1960s. Through a show of hands, all
cryptocurrency market analysis and
attendees understood that Bitcoin is a
industry research collecting quantitative and
cryptocurrency, but most were unaware that
qualitative data from marketing campaigns
Bitcoin is supported by blockchain.
during her internship for Verady.
So what is it? Merriam-Webster defines
For those looking to become more
blockchain as “a digital database containing
informed about this digital database and
information (such as records of financial
the applications it supports, Lai advises
transactions) that can be simultaneously
reading the most current information at
used and shared within a large decentralized, medium.com. Meanwhile, rest assured that
publicly accessible network.”
the university is well-equipping its students
Blockchain is too often grouped with
to continue exploring and leading in the
cryptocurrencies. To simplify, Lai compared
development of blockchain.
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More information regarding “God at the Games”
can be found at
madelinemulkey.com

A

Story and Photos By Madeline C. Mulkey
t the University of South Carolina,
we are told that we have no limits.
Standing in the middle of
Olympic Park in PyeongChang, surrounded
by snow-capped mountains with wind
whipping through my hair and burning
my cheeks, I began to believe it. I steadied
my hands and clicked image after image,
attempting to recall everything I had learned
about photography. “This is it,” I thought.
I was at the biggest event in the world,
surrounded by some of the most talented
people in the world. The cold air didn’t even
matter anymore.
My sophomore year, I had a crazy idea –
an idea so crazy that it would take me across
the world and combine my three favorite
things: travel, religion and storytelling. I
created a journalistic research study I called
“God at the Games,” where I researched
and planned to write on how religion and
religious workers impacted the atmosphere
of the Winter Olympics in PyeongChang,
South Korea.
At the beginning of this year, I warily
approached associate professor Cecile
Holmes, journalism sequence head and a
specialist in religious writing and reporting,
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and pitched the idea. “I was especially
intrigued by how the mission teams and
religious outreach workers conducted their
work in a country in which many of them
did not speak the language, and at an event
which focused on athletic prowess, not
religious zeal,” said Holmes.
I was awarded a grant through the
Magellan Scholar program to further pursue
this research. As the project progressed,
Holmes connected me with the Religion
News Service, a global religious news
organization, for whom I wrote an article
about the religious aspects of the Olympics.
The article was later published by USA
Today.
The premise of the study was to
understand how religion and religious people
impact the atmosphere of the Olympics
through observation and interviews. This
meant interviewing religious leaders, talking
with foreign missionaries and observing the
ministries as they happened.
An estimated 3,000 religious missionaries
attended these Winter Games. Hailing
from all over the world, Baptists,
Southern Baptists, The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Jehovah’s

Witnesses, Presbyterian,
nondenominational and
Methodist churches were
all actively engaging in this
mission to reach the masses.
The ministries at the
Olympics are creative
and designed to attract
attention from spectators.
In PyeongChang, such
ministries included giving
away free coffee, concerts
in church parking lots, and
pin trading with the “More
Than Gold” pin (signifying
that faith in God is more
important than winning the
Gold medal), all used to start
a conversation about faith
life and journeys.
Due to the nature of the
ministry, finding missionaries
to interview was just a
matter of walking outside.
Across the street from the
Olympic park entrance,
the song “How Great is
Our God” filled the air
along with the aroma of
bungeoppang, a sweet,
pancakelike Korean
snack rose
from Somang
Presbyterian
Church. Korean
college students
excitedly
explained in their
broken English
that they are
here to welcome
people to the
Olympics and
share God’s love
with all those
they encounter.
Generally

speaking, the Olympics bring
many foreign missionaries.
In November, with North
Korean security concerns,
many foreign mission groups
backed out, according to
Myungsu No, who organizes
student missionaries for
the United Coalition of
Churches in Korea. Because
of this, the majority of the
missionaries were native
Koreans, fostering a much
different dynamic than
my initial assumption.
This created a much more
hospitable nature for the
mission work, as the ministry
focused on welcoming the
guests to the Games.
Although there was no
shortage of missionaries
at the Games, not all
were anxious to speak
with a reporter. Multiple
street evangelists refused
interviews, others told me
they were not allowed to talk
to the press, and the public
information officer for the

Jehovah’s Witnesses Korea
branch discounted the story
saying it “was not news.”
It was disheartening
getting such negative
pushback from multiple
sources. With the assignment
carrying so much weight,
the possibility of failure was
daunting. After discussions
with Professor Holmes and
local contacts, I learned
to turn the denial into an
opportunity for refocusing
my story and telling the
story I knew to tell, with or
without their input.
There is nothing more
inspiring than the world
coming together to
celebrate excellence. Seeing
that excellence achieved
through persistence has
inspired me for the future.
Being reminded again that
there are no limits to our
achievements is my ultimate
Carolina takeaway from the
journey of a lifetime.

Previous Page: Local
missionary dresses up in
traditional Korean clothes
to interact with spectators.
Top left: Mulkey reporting in
front of the Olympic rings.
Photo by Joe Chen

Top right: Korean students
welcoming spectators at
Somang Presbyterian Church.
Bottom left: Representatives
from Campus Crusade
pass out gifts to spectators
in Olympic Park.
Photo by Joe Chen

Bottom right: The “More Than
Gold” pin used by missionaries
to share the gospel.
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Story by Hayley Schmitt

t is no secret that
the alumni of the
College of Information
and Communications are
talented and gifted. Over
the years, they have shared
their talents through a

Fredrik Eklund on “The
Sell: The Secrets of Selling
Anything to Anyone.” It is
not only a bestseller, but also
fun and motivational. “I
have an overly enthusiastic
desire to entertain and found
that people enjoyed reading
what I wrote, so I wrote,”
Littlefield said.

Laney Cobb, a 2011 MLIS
graduate, was inspired to
write her own children’s
books after serving on the
South Carolina Children’s
Picture Book Award
Committee. “I wanted to
create a book series that was
g
s of Sellin
“The Sell: The Secret
coe”
fun to read, engaging and
yon
Anything to An
d.
fiel
tle
Lit
ce
Bru
by
n
taught a lesson,” said Cobb.
writte
She took inspiration from
plethora of books exploring
her real-life peppy pups,
multiple disciplines. They
her Yorkie Cricket and her
include motivational books,
Boykin Spaniel Izzy. Taking
children’s literature and page- inspiration from Dr. Seuss,
turning fiction. Take
a peek at a few of the
alumni authors who call
the CIC home.
New York Times
bestselling author
and School of
Journalism and Mass
Communications
graduate Bruce
Littlefield has worked
on several novels with
Shark Tank’s Barbara
Corcoran, Lis Wiehl and
several others. Recently,
he collaborated with
Bravo TV reality star
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Photo provided by Laney Cobb.

Laney Cobb with Christi Harmon
Vinson and Yorkie, Cricket, at PomariaGarmany Elementary School.

with the same
excitement that I
experience when I
enjoy a good book,”
said McTeer.

she has written a series of
books about Cricket while
incorporating important
skills, including the ABCs
in “Cricket and Izzy’s ABC
Adventure” and color
learning in “Cricket Loves
Color.” One day, Cobb hopes

“Minnow” by James

Another CIC
alumnus, J.
Matthew Saunders,
a 1999 MMC
.
ers
graduate, also writes
und
Matthew Sa
“Dreadful Penny” by J.
about fantasy and
mystery set in
South Carolina. His latest novella, “Dreadful
Penny,” published earlier this year, takes
place in his hometown of Greenville, South
Carolina. “Think ‘Supernatural’ meets ‘Mod
Squad,’ ” said Saunders when describing
the novella. There is even a sequel called
“Unsettled Spirits” currently in the works.

McTeer.

to include Cricket in an
adventure featuring her alma
mater and even a Saturday at
Williams-Brice Stadium.
For the reader
seeking a coming-ofage story, “Minnow”
by James McTeer is
the perfect read. Set
in the Lowcountry of
South Carolina, a boy
encounters mysterious
and magical forces while
finding medicine for his
father. McTeer, a South
Carolina native and a
2008 MLIS graduate,
grew up always wanting
to write. “My main
motivation has always
been to offer up a story
that someone will read

Novel cover photos from Amazon.

I

Novels are like puzzles; you need to find the right piece
of dialogue or description to fill the scene as a whole.
–Janna McMahan

Joy Callaway, who graduated with an
MMC in December 2008 and now lives
in Charlotte, North Carolina, admired the
slowness of life long before the comforts
of modern day technology made the world
move more quickly. Her admiration inspired
her to explore historical women’s fiction.
Her first novel, “The Fifth Avenue Artists
Society,” is based on her own family history.
Her second novel, “Secret Sisters,” is a
fictional story about the start of sororities,
based on the actual history of all 26 sororities
in the National PanHellenic Conference. She
did this to show the world the history and
reason behind
sororities and
their roots
in women’s
history. “By
including all of
the sororities,
I wanted to
showcase
ters” by
“Secret Sis

way.

Joy Calla

everyone,” said Callaway.
For Janna McMahan, whose husband
is also a writer, writing has become a big
part of her life since graduating with her
MMC in 1994. “It is fun to be able to
share something important with someone
who appreciates it,” said McMahan. Her
upcoming book, “In the Hearts of Men,”
features a unique family structure among
two twin brothers and their childhood
babysitter.
The novel is set in Charleston, South
Carolina, and McMahan made it her
mission to give the story as much
authenticity as possible through extensive
research including shadowing Chef Frank
Lee from Slightly North of Broad Restaurant
in Charleston. Along with shadowing and
ongoing research, McMahan keeps boxes full
of notes to use in her novels. “Novels are like
puzzles; you need to find the right piece of
dialogue or description to fill the scene as a
whole,” said McMahan. “Everyone you meet
has potential to add to a story.”
Discover another
alumni author on
page 24.

Photo provided by Janna McMahan.
McMahan shadowed Chef Frank
Lee for research for her new novel.
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L

Aïda Rogers, an acclaimed
South Carolina author,
works as an editor and
writer for the South
Carolina Honors College.
Photo by Bill Rogers,
courtesy of Aïda Rogers.

A Love Letter to
South Carolina

Story By Lindsay Bratun
ocal South Carolina writer
said the late Pat Conroy in the foreword.
and SJMC alumna Aïda
Rogers visits local and distant libraries
Rogers just completed her
to hunt for an old postcard of a forgotten
latest collection of stories about her place, a picture of a beach house before the
home state.
hurricane, or an old portion of a newspaper
The third volume of the
for historical perspective and accuracy.
anthology series “State of the
Rogers is a contributing author to “My
Heart: South Carolina Writers on the
Tour Through the Asylum: A Southern
Places They Love” will be released in
Integrationist’s Memoir,” a story that takes
August 2018 through The University of
a closer look at educational administrator
South Carolina Press. Editor and writer
William E. Dufford’s perspective on social
Aïda Rogers
justice and
compiled the
equal access of
The power is where the reader
third volume
a quality public
and the storyteller meet.
of meaningful
education,
short stories,
published
- Aïda Rogers.
poems and
by the USC
reflections from writers across the state of
Press. She collaborated on “Stop Where the
South Carolina, capturing the heartbeat of
Parking Lot’s Full,” a restaurant guide for all
South Carolina places old and new. Rogers
of South Carolina.
currently works as a writer and editor in the
Her writing has won awards from The
South Carolina Honors College.
National Better Newspaper Contest, the
The colorful anthology is a comforting
South Carolina Press Association and the
and engaging rocking chair read, evoking
Society of Professional Journalists. Her
nostalgia for native South Carolina residents editing abilities shine through in these
that spans generations. The poems, vignettes, anthologies, exhibiting her talent as, “a gifted
personal essays and other stories tell tales of feature story writer who also writes excellent
time and places in the Palmetto State. “The
nonfiction,” said Cecile Holmes, an SJMC
power is where the reader and the storyteller professor whose essay, “The Beach House,”
meet,” Rogers said. More than 35 authors
is featured in Volume I.
are included in each anthology, including
USC professors and other
contributing authors.
The process of compiling
the stories takes extensive
library research to find
images, historical artifacts
and other illustrations to
help tell the tales. “‘State of
the Heart’ reminds us what
is best about South Carolina
and her many gifted writers,
the monumental power
of this place to shape our
memories into stories and
then our stories into art,”
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COMMON GROUND

A

s the data and communications
fields become more closely
intertwined, the College of
Information and Communications’ two
schools are discovering new common
ground in their faculty research. By
enhancing internal communications,
collaborating on more research projects
across schools and engaging in dialogue
about areas where research overlaps, the
CIC is working to highlight that common
ground and create a more unified body of
colleagues.
In February, the college published its first
Research Roundup. This monthly internal
update announces research, awards and
honors presented to the CIC faculty and
staff, making it easier for faculty to see what
their colleagues are working on.
“Our faculty are diving into some really
fascinating research topics,” said Rebekah
Friedman, communications manager for the
CIC. “The hope is that by compiling all of
these into monthly documents, we’ll make it
easier for them to find areas where they can
work together.”
The inaugural Research Roundup
recognized seven conference papers, which
covered topics such as data mining and how
nonprofits can increase the effectiveness
of their public service announcements by
appealing to emotion.
SJMC and SLIS faculty also published
four journal articles. This research explored
topics including the surprising impact mass

Story By Claire Albrecht

Photo by Rebekah Friedman
shootings have on gun control policy and
Dr. S. Mo Jang presenting
the underrepresentation of women in
at the March 2018
creative advertising.
Research Roundtable
at the South Carolina
Furthering cross-school collaboration,
Center for Children’s
the college hosted a Research Roundtable in
Books and Literacy.
March in which three faculty members and
a Ph.D. student sat down as a panel to share
their research related to social media and big
data. The series initially began as an SJMC
initiative to showcase faculty and graduate
student research and bring in guest
We’re in an
speakers; this year, it expanded to include
era where
both schools.
information and
“We’re in an era where information
and communications are intersecting,
communications
and that’s opening new doors for our two
are intersecting,
schools to collaborate,” said Dean Tom
Reichert.
and that’s
Moderated by Dr. Sei-Hill Kim,
opening new
associate director for graduate studies
doors for our
and research at the SJMC, the Research
Roundtable featured SJMC professors
two schools to
Dr. Kevin Hull and Dr. S. Mo Jang, along
collaborate.
with Dr. Vanessa Kitzie of SLIS and
Ph.D. student George Shaw.
-Dean Tom
“Faculty from both schools sat down
Reichert
together and explored the common
ground in their research,” said Dean
Reichert. “They shared about mining Twitter
for data and studying behavioral trends on
social media, and you honestly couldn’t tell
which ones were from the SJMC and which
ones were from SLIS because there was so
much overlap.”
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Vi va C u b a
Exploring Media, Communication and Culture

Story by Madeline Janflone

I’ve never been to a place where the people were so friendly, inviting
and warm without hesitation. I made friends with countless strangers,
and those interactions transformed my experience in Cuba.
-Rachel Johnson
Dinner the first night was served at the
Hotel Nacional, Cuba’s most famous hotel,
overlooking the Straits of Florida. “Cuba’s
political isolation has probably kept it from
becoming culturally homogenized like much
of the rest of the world,” said Kornegay. “It
has a real sense of place that is unique and
authentic.”
The trip was designed to develop students'
multimedia storytelling skills by exposing
them to the culture and media practices
of Latin America. Lecture topics included
history, economics, culture and more.
Students were divided into groups to prepare
an InDesign spread on a topic of their
choice. These groups had the opportunity to
mingle with students from the University of
Havana and they gained real insight for their
stories.
“I’ve never been to a place where the
people were so friendly, inviting and warm
without hesitation,” said Rachel Johnson,
senior visual communications major. “I
made friends with countless strangers, and
those interactions completely transformed
my experience in Cuba.”
The 2018 Cuba itinerary, led by Drs.
Brooke and Robert McKeever, repeats
programs that last year’s students enjoyed,
including touring a local tobacco farm,

eating an organic lunch at an agro-ecological
farm and learning the basics of salsa dancing.
Additional programs include visiting Alamar,
one of Havana’s largest neighborhoods,
and visiting a farmers’ market and
ration store to better understand local
living. A neighborhood health clinic
visit will allow students to ask doctors
and nurses health care questions.
The Cuba Maymester provides
students with the opportunity to
explore uncharted waters. Students
learn from a variety of experts, including
professors, journalists, economists and
more. While honing their storytelling skills,
students capture high quality photographs,
working alongside students at the University
of Havana to create their spreads.
“Viva Cuba,” said Professor Kornegay.
“Think different!”

Madeline Janflone attended
the 2017 Maymester in
Cuba and fell in love with
the people and culture.

Page left: Students explored Old Havana in their free time and
wandered up and down the colorful streets. El Museo de la Revolución,
or the Museum of the Revolution, can be seen in the distance.
Photo by Rachel Johnson

Bottom left: Enjoying Cuban food was a highlight of the trip. Rachel Johnson
paid the equivalent of one U.S. dollar for a handful of churros.
Photo by Rachel Johnson

Middle: Students were tasked with capturing a variety of photographs. Ellie
McDearman snapped this photo for her environmental photograph assignment.
Photo by Ellie McDearman

Right: Old cars are found in abundance in Cuba and many serve as taxicabs. Chevrolets
from the 1950s were the go-to method of transportation for SJMC students.
Photo by Rachel Johnson

T

he sights, the smells and the sounds of Cuba
are a mystery for most Americans. However, 20
students from the School of Journalism and Mass
Communications ventured to the island for an experience of
a lifetime.
Last year, SJMC introduced a special topics course,
Journalism 499, titled Viva Cuba: Exploring Media,
Communication and Culture. Associate professors, Van
Kornegay and Dr. Brooke McKeever, crafted the itinerary
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in conjunction with Cuba Educational Travel. Dr. Robert
McKeever, an associate professor, also traveled to Cuba.
The group flew into José Martí International Airport on
May 7, 2017. Once the bags were claimed and the passports
stamped, students checked into their respective apartments.
In Cuba, these are known as casas particulares or private
homes. In their casas particulares, students interacted with
everyday Cubans and were treated to breakfast and coffee
each day.
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Gateway to Grad School
With Trey Patty

Careers

Minor
Requirements

Knowledge Discovery Expert (Data Scientist)

Business

Required:
SLIS 201

Computer Science

(Information Storage
and Retrieval)

Electives (9 hours):
SLIS 310
(Research Methods in
Information Science)

SLIS 315

(Information Policy)

SLIS 402

(Introduction to
Management Within
Information
Environments)

SLIS 410

(Knowledge
Management)

SLIS 420

(Communication and
Information Transfer)

SLIS 430

(User-Centered
Information Architecture)

SLIS 435

(Digital Information
Infrastructure)

Majors (paired with information science minor)

SLIS 202

SLIS 303

SLIS 480

(Emerging Topics in
Information Science)

Records Manager
Clinical Informatics
Specialists

Statistics

Data
Analyst

Public Health
Bioinformatician

Medical

Psychology

Knowledge
Manager

Political Science
Web Content
Manager

Sociology
Competitive
Intelligence
Analyst

Biology

Health Informatics
Manager

Journalism

SLIS 440

(Competitive Intelligence)

Data Mining Specialist
Informatics Nurse

(Introduction to
Information Science)
(Introduction to
Information Literacy and
Technology)

T

Information Architect

Humanities

Political Intelligence Consultant
Usability Specialist

English

Story and Photo By Ciara Gray

rey Patty helps CIC graduates find
— or rekindle — their passion for
information and communications.
Patty is the college's graduate admissions
coordinator and helps students of all ages
ease into graduate school. He recruits
students for the graduate programs from all
over the world and especially enjoys getting
program information to students already at
the University of South Carolina or in the

meeting the
students, hearing
about their interests
and watching the
light bulb go on when
they make a connection to
the CIC graduate programs.
Justin Stoll, a Master of Library
and Information Science candidate, shared
his experience. “When thinking about my

My favorite part of this job is meeting
the students, hearing their interests and
watching the light bulb go on when they
make a connection to our program.
-Trey Patty
Columbia area. “I served as a University
Ambassador during my time in undergrad
here, and I loved helping people find their fit
here at the university,” Patty said.
“Many of our students have an
undergraduate degree in something they
weren’t sure what to do with, or they worked
in an industry for a time and now they have
grown tired of it and want a career change,”
he said. If he is not able to answer questions
about a specific program, he knows
someone who can.
“If a student has a particular interest, I can
connect them to a faculty member about a
class they are teaching or a specific research
topic they are associated with,” Patty said. “I
talk to the faculty member about having the
student visit their class so they can pitch our
programs. I try to think from a prospective
student’s perspective to give them an idea of
who they should talk with as they are making
decisions.”
He says his favorite part of this job is

next career path, I had a lot of questions,”
Stoll said. “Trey helped me every step of
the way through the process. His guidance
helped me to navigate the system of
admissions with ease and confidence,” Stoll
said. “Trey is a tremendous resource for the
growth of the program here at Carolina. His
love for the programs and the candidates
alike would make anyone want to be a part
of this special place.”

The CIC offers seven graduate
programs across the School of
Journalism and Mass Communications
and the School of Library and
Information Science.
Email

Trey Patty at
pattyk@mailbox.sc.edu

Systems Analyst
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“

Addressing Objectivity

Dr. Eric Robinson
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Dr. David Lankes

97%

of Americans
of
realize that
climate scientists believe
in climate change.

T

Story By Stephanie Woronko
oday’s media are more partisan is a decision. Photos may be perceived as
and more denigrated by public neutral, but the choice of which photo to
officials than they have been
use makes a statement. A 2016 New York
since Nixon’s enemies list.
Times article by photographer and writer
“As long as there are people
Teju Cole says, “The camera is an instrument
who hold a certain opinion,
of transformation. It can make what it sees
their speech cannot be
more beautiful, more gruesome, milder,
hindered,” says Dr. Eric
darker, all the while insisting on the plain
Robinson, an assistant
reality of its depiction.”
professor of media law and
Dr. David Lankes, director of the School
ethics. “The United States
of Library and Information Science, agrees
accepts various kinds of
that objectivity is impossible. He says,
publications with different
“Simply by moving through the world,
points of view, the idea being
you were shaped, and shaped
that from the multitude of ideas will yourself. And no code of
emerge a greater truth.”
ethics, and no university class,
With accusations of fake news and bias
and no presidential debate can
freely made by public and private citizens,
wash away your unique quest
there is a question about whether that
to improve yourself and the
“greater truth” will emerge or even be
community to which you
recognized if it does. From the 18th century belong.”
Federalist Papers to the 19th century split
According to a 2015
of Republican and Democratic newspapers,
TIME article by James
bias in the media is not new. Even the most
Poniewozik, CBS news
well-intentioned journalists must address
anchor Walter Cronkite was
their own objectivity.
considered the most trusted man in America.
Groups as extreme as the Ku Klux Klan
Following his death in 2009, a TIME poll
have a right to hold public rallies following
revealed that this designation had been
the 1969 U.S. Supreme Court ruling in the
passed to comedian Jon Stewart and “The
case of Brandenburg v. Ohio. The court
Daily Show.” Young viewers in particular
said the KKK did not present a clear and
cited “The Daily Show” as a top source of
present danger. In its landmark decision, the information, and although Stewart’s opinions
Supreme Court said the First Amendment
were not always well-received, his openness
protects virtually all forms of speech and
was clearly appealing and believable.
expression, no matter how offensive.
“Subjectivity is objectivity,” says author
The very act
Steen
of choosing
Steensen.1
“Subjectivity is
what story
also cultivated
to cover and
in areas other
how to cover
than opinion
it is a decision.
journalism,
Depicting
particularly
a political
in the genre
candidate
of reportage
with national
where, ideally,
flags or with
the journalist
their family

describes her own
experiences and
her impressions
with a
sufficiently
high
degree of
sympathetic
insight to be
of value to
the reader as
well as, perhaps,
reflecting
on what she
John Stewart
Dreamstime Photo
is experiencing.”
Had Upton Sinclair’s novel “The Jungle”
been concerned about objectivity, the Food
and Drug Administration would not exist
today. By working undercover in Chicago,
Sinclair exposed government and business
corruption in his 1906 best seller. To be
objective would in itself be taking a side in
favor of the industry, for it would cease to
include the emotion necessary to invoke
anger and change.
Unlike objectivity, neutrality provides
both sides to an argument, which can be
problematic with topics like climate change
and vaccinations. The Guardian says
reporting both sides neutrally often requires
citations from non-experts, which further
spreads misinformation. The result is that
only 12 percent of Americans realize that
97 percent of climate scientists believe in
climate change, because the 3 percent who
do not are given false equivalency.

“

Graphic By Anna Huff

“As professionals in the field of library
and information science, we have an
obligation, empowered by the communities
we serve through charter, law or simply a
place on the organizational chart, to critically
look across our communities and use our
expertise and experience to further the aims
of that community,” Dr. Lankes says. “We
have long ago rejected the notion that this
means we treat all equally, and instead seek
to serve equitably.”
To further the aims of their respective
communities, librarians and
journalists offer a range of
choices. Dr. Robinson says,
“Each person is his or her
Merriam-Webster
own librarian and curator of
• Objective - expressing
information. A journalist has
or dealing with facts or
strong influence on coverage,
conditions as perceived
just as a librarian has a strong
without distortion by
influence on each book. It
personal feelings,
is up to each individual to
prejudices or
choose the works in which
interpretations.
they base their actions and
understanding of the world.”
• Neutral - not engaged
on either side; specifically:
not aligned with a political
or ideological grouping.
• Subjective - arising out
of or identified by means
of one's perception of
one's own states and
processes.

Steenson, Steen. “Subjectivity as a Journalistic Ideal.” From the anthology, “Putting a
Face on It: Individual Exposure and Subjectivity in Journalism,” edited by Birgitte Kjos
Fonn, Harald Hornmoen, Nathalie Hyde-Clarke, Yngve Benestad Hågvar, 2017.

1
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Lights!
Camera!
		 Action!

Story and Photos by Darby Hallman

K

ara Gormley Meador was
an anchor at WIS TV in
Columbia for nearly 15 years,
ran for State Senate in 2012, and owns
Open Lines Communications. During
the 2018 spring semester, she also
taught a special topics course about

Meador speaks to her students in the Kennedy Greenhouse Studio.

hit key points in an interview or
improvising a speech. Everything from
appearance, to eye contact, to the
concept of “writing how you speak”
was key to Meador’s lessons.
Aiding in this effort were the highdollar cameras, TVs, audio equipment

There’s just something uplifting about
walking across the USC campus and the
Horseshoe going to class in the morning.
- Kara Meador
perfecting on-camera presentation
skills in the School of Journalism
and Mass Communications’ Kennedy
Greenhouse Studio.
“There’s something uplifting about
walking across the USC campus and
the Horseshoe going to class in the
morning,” Meador said. “It’s just such a
positive vibe that I wasn’t expecting to
experience.”
The course delves into multiple areas
of on-camera speaking, including the
journalistic interview, teleprompter
reading, public relations and crisis
communication. During class, Meador
had students in front of a camera
reading their own scripts, trying to
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and stage set-ups in the studio.
Throughout the semester, students
were given the opportunity to gain
experience from nearly every side of a
live production. While one student was
speaking, another would be manning
the camera, another operating the
teleprompter, another switching video
feeds in the control room, and another
wearing a headset and counting in the
on-screen talent. Each class was a live
production run by students with the
supervision and help of Meador and
the studio’s operation manager, Britt
Hogg.
“To have the availability and
accessibility of that studio for this class

or for the students is huge,” Meador
said. “I noticed that students seem to
respond differently in that interactive
environment.”
Meador said she believes the
Kennedy Greenhouse Studio is a good
indicator of what students can expect
in a workforce that requires reporters
to have knowledge and skills both in
front of and behind the camera.
“There is a lot more one-man
banding, not only in the field for a
reporter with a camera, but also in the
television studio,” Meador said.
“She has so much experience and so
much knowledge to offer,” said public
relations major Matthew Gigliotti, one
of Meador’s students. “Every time I
come to this class I learn something
new about behind the scenes and in
front of the camera with broadcasting.”

The Kennedy Greenhouse Studio

Live Sports Production
Story and Photo by Harula Paraschos

E

xperienced broadcast
professionals David Cockfield
and Greg Brannon are giving students
experience in live sports production
for the athletics department at the
University of South Carolina.
“The School of Journalism and Mass
Communications and USC Athletics
have formed a strong partnership in
an effort to educate and train students
for careers in the growing field of
sports communication,” said Andrea
Tanner, director of the SJMC. “This
course is just one example of our
effort to expand course offerings and
opportunities for our students and I’m
thrilled that this course has been such
a success.”
This former Maymester course has
transitioned into a full spring semester

experience. This
class allows freshmen
and sophomores
to learn about live
sports production at
a Division 1 school
in the dynamic
Southeastern
Conference and,
perhaps, have the
opportunity to land
an internship or part-time job with
USC Athletics after successfully
completing the course,” said Tanner.
“It’s an incredible opportunity for our
freshmen and sophomores, as so many
internship opportunities are often for
juniors and seniors only.”
“The main focus going through the
course is taking the students from

Greg Brannon teaching
Live Sports Production at
Williams-Brice Stadium.

It’s an incredible opportunity for our freshmen and sophomores, as so
many internship opportunities are often for juniors and seniors only.
–Dr. Andrea Tanner
special topics course called JOUR 499:
Live Sports Production. The course
is considered a joined project with
the athletics department that’s being
taught on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
Williams-Brice Stadium. As director
of live sports production, Cockfield’s
control room is rooted at the stadium,
along with the gear needed to help
initiate the class. The course has
been predominantly designed for
upcoming freshman and sophomores.
The application-only class had 50
applicants for 20 slots this past
semester.
This kind of exposure has presented
itself to the younger students so early
in their college careers in order to give
them the opportunity to join David
Cockfield’s production crew
“We tell our students that it is
crucial that they get ‘real-world’

what is the literal definition of remote
production all the way through the
steps of actually doing a live sports
production,” Brannon said. “This
will also include teaching them how
to build a tripod and a camera kit to
wrap up a microphone cable the right
way, along with other elements that
compliment the process of learning
live production.” Students enrolled in
the course are also required to do field
experience alongside
David Cockfield at
least twice before
the semester comes
to an end. Having
the knowledge and
experience in this field
is essential in finding
the right job after a
student graduates.

Greg Brannon and David
Cockfield supervise
students creating trenches
for microphones at
the volleyball court.

Your education

opened doors.

Now, you can open doors for

the next generation.

Alumni

NOTES

Births
Heather O’Brien, MLIS, 2016, welcomed a baby
boy, Dean Page, on May 28, 2017.

Obituaries
Andrea Guy-Halat, BA, 1983, passed away on Feb.
4, 2018. She began her career in journalism as a radio
reporter and weekend anchor for WSPA-AM Radio in
Spartanburg, South Carolina. She later was promoted
to a TV morning newscast producer for stations
in Greensboro, North Carolina, Philadelphia and
Houston. During her 13 years at these stations, she was
often the only woman in a leadership position.
Robert Raiford, MMC, 1978, passed away on
Nov. 17, 2017. Raiford had an illustrious career in
broadcasting. A strong supporter of civil rights,
Raiford condemned on-air the attack on singer Nat
King Cole in 1956 even though discussion of racism
was strictly forbidden at the radio station. In 1963,
the CBS radio network selected him to narrate the
funeral of assassinated President John F. Kennedy.
Most recently, Raiford was a news commentator on
the “John Boy and Billy Radio Show” on Charlotte’s
WRFX-FM.

1980s
Peggy Binette, BA, 1988, has been elected vice
president of finance of the South Carolina chapter
of the Public Relations Society of America. Binette is
associate director of public relations at the University
of South Carolina.
Charles Bloom, BA, 1985, has been elected vice
president of professional development of the South
Carolina chapter of the Public Relations Society
of America. Bloom is executive associate athletics
director/chief of staff/chief communications officer
for University of South Carolina Athletics.

Explore the many ways
you can support the CIC at
bitly.com/cic-giving
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Mike Boykin, BA, 1980, has been named the
2018 recipient of the Distinguished Service in Sport
and Entertainment Award by Sport Entertainment
& Venues Tomorrow. This award recognizes his
significant contributions to the sport and entertainment
industries. Boykin is the CEO of Bespoke Sports &
Entertainment in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Reba Hull Campbell, BA, 1983, has been elected
president of the South Carolina chapter of the Public
Relations Society of America. Campbell is deputy
executive director of the Municipal Association of
South Carolina.

Walter Clayton, MLIS, 1985, is a technical
services librarian for Live Oak Public Libraries. Upon
retirement, he and his wife plan to circumnavigate the
world in their sailboat.
Amy Coward, APR, MA, 1987, has been elected
southeast director for the Public Relations Society of
America National Board of Directors. Coward will
serve as liaison to the PRSA Foundation Board and will
serve a two-year term.
Sammy Fretwell, BA, 1983, has been named
Journalist of the Year by the South Carolina Press
Association. Fretwell is an environmental reporter for
The State newspaper.
Robert Reeves, APR, BA, 1982, has been
elected to the South Carolina chapter of the Public
Relations Society of America’s Board of Directors
as ethics officer. Reeves is an assistant professor of
communication at Anderson University.

1990s
Perrin Anderson, BA, 1995, has been promoted to
assistant county mayor for Sevier County, Tennessee.
Sherrie Bakshi, BA, 1999, is the deputy manager
for software solutions at American Technology
Services in Washington, D.C. She is also the director of
the U.S. chapter of MET Community, an international
organization of women leaders who work to inspire,
support and connect women entrepreneurs.
Ashley Manuel Dusenbury, APR, BA, 1994, has
been elected to the board of directors for the Southeast
District of the Public Relations Society of America,
where she will serve a two-year term. Dusenbury is
assistant vice president of public relations at Palmetto
Health Foundation.
Harold Kirkwood Jr., MLIS, 1993, has accepted the
position of Bodleian business librarian at the Sainsbury
Library of the Saïd Business School at the University
of Oxford. Kirkwood previously worked as associate
professor and business information specialist at Purdue
University’s Roland G. Parrish Library of Management
and Economics.
Heather Spires, BA, 1998, has been named
executive director of River North Business Association
in Chicago. Spires previously worked as vice president
of retail and business recruitment for the City Center
Partnership in Columbia.

Beverly Carlson, BA, 1984, is the director of
corporate communications and brand management at
Physicians Mutual in Omaha, Nebraska.
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Are you interested in getting involved with the CIC? We’re seeking applicants for the
2018-2019 CIC Alumni Council. The council serves as an advisory group to the college, builds
relationships with students, and implements and supports alumni programming.
Graduates of both schools are encouraged to apply here: bit.ly/cic-alumni-council

Beth Thomason, APR, BA, 1991, has been elected
to the South Carolina chapter of the Public Relations
Society of America as assembly delegate. Thomason
is director of marketing and advertising at Spinx in
Greenville.
Photo provided by
David Smoak

David Smoak,
BA, 2002, is
the owner
and creative
director of
Second Shift
Design.
His full-service
agency, based
in Athens,
Georgia, has
received
recognition
through the
Addy Awards
and Davey
Awards, and
his branding
has been
published
in the
LogoLounge
series. He
and his wife,
Julianna,
have three
daughters.

Rodney Tow, BA, 1993, has been promoted to
North American customer centricity communication
manager for Michelin North America. Tow has
worked at the tire manufacturer’s North American
headquarters in Greenville since 2010.

Katherine Swartz Hilton, BA, 2000, has been
promoted to executive director of the McNair Center
for Entrepreneurism and Community Engagement at
Columbia College.
Molly (Meyers) LaBadie, MLIS, 2001, is the
deputy director of the Delaware County District
Library in Delaware, Ohio.

2000s

Merritt (McHaffie) McNeely, BA, 2005, is vice
president of marketing at Flock and Rally in Columbia.
This year, she was recognized as one of The State
newspaper’s “20 under 40.”

Alanna (Layton) Boozer, MMC, 2005, is the
development coordinator for United Cerebral Palsy of
South Carolina. She recently married Kevin Boozer,
who will graduate with his MLIS from USC in May
2018.

Ashleigh Messervy, BA, 2006, is the host of the
lifestyle show Living Local, which airs on WCBD News
2 in Mount Pleasant. Messervy previously worked for
WACH Fox News and WLTX News 19 in Columbia.

Sarah (Walker) Brock, BA, 2004, graduated from
Charleston School of Law in December 2017. She is
a law clerk at Peters, Murdaugh, Parker, Eltzroth &
Detrick in Ridgeland.
Josh Dawsey, BA, 2012, has joined CNN as a
political analyst. He has also been named the 2018
recipient of the White House Correspondents’
Association’s Merriman Smith Award for print. The
award recognizes Dawsey’s gripping coverage of White
House Press Secretary Sean Spicer’s resignation, which
he wrote while working as a reporter for Politico.
Dawsey is now a White House reporter for The
Washington Post.
Samantha Dubay, BA, 2009, has been elected
as the Lowcountry regional director for the South
Carolina chapter of the Public Relations Society of
America. Dubay is the senior strategic communications
coordinator for HDR Inc. in North Charleston.
Brent Duncan, BA, 2008, is senior manager of
public affairs and advertising for the South Carolina
Aquarium. He is a 2018 graduate of the Charleston
Metro Chamber of Commerce’s leadership program.
Stephen Fastenau, BA, 2007, has been awarded
first place in Spot Sports Story and Business Beat
Reporting by the South Carolina Press Association.
Fastenau is a reporter for The Beaufort Gazette and
The Island Packet.
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Janet Parker, BA, 2008, has joined Fox 46
Charlotte as a news producer. She previously worked
as an anchor at WACH Fox in Columbia.
Lauren Powell, BA, 2006, is an investigative
producer at WSVN News 7 in Miami. In 2016, she
was nominated for an Emmy by the NATAS Suncoast
Emmy Chapter for her reporting on a special form of
baseball for blind children.
Susannah Runkle, BA, 2008, has been promoted
to social media and digital content account supervisor
at Rawle Murdy in Charleston.

2010s
Jason Alston, Ph.D., 2017, has had a description of
his dissertation selected for publication in the May/
June issue of American Libraries.
Megan Comalander, BA, 2017, has joined WMBF
News in Myrtle Beach as a news producer.
Cassie Cope, BA, 2013, has been awarded first
place for Government Beat Reporting by the South
Carolina Press Association. Cope is a health care and
wallet reporter for The Charlotte Observer.
Colin Demarest, BA, 2016, has joined The Aiken
Standard as a general assignment and local government
reporter. Demarest previously worked as a local
government reporter at The Berkshire Record and The
Berkshire Courier in Massachusetts.

want to stay Connected with you!

Sarah Ellis, BA, 2014, has been awarded second
place for News Feature Writing, second place for
Lifestyle Feature Writing, and third place for Short
Story and Growth and Development Beat Reporting
by the South Carolina Press Association. Ellis is a
reporter for The State newspaper.
Layla Ferjani, BA, 2016, has been promoted to
director of marketing at Sexual Trauma Services of
the Midlands.
Kara Joyce, BA, 2014, has joined Crosby Marketing
Communications in Annapolis, Maryland, as an
integration/public relations manager.
Rachael Lackner, BA, 2016, is a reporter and
producer for Padres Radio Network in San Diego. She
recently attended Galvanize, a training camp for young
women in sports journalism.
Jacqueline Lawson, BA, 2018, has joined WOLOTV as a nightside digital content producer.
Laura (Douglass) Marion, MLIS, 2015, is
the project archivist at the University of Florida’s
Governor’s House Library in St. Augustine, Florida.
She is currently part of a two-year grant, funded
by the National Historical Publications and Record
Commission, to arrange and describe materials that
document the history of St. Augustine from the
colonial period through the 20th century.

Naomi Sargent, BA, 2012, has been promoted
to director of strategic communications at the
Spartanburg Area Chamber of Commerce.
Catherine Sullivan, BA, 2017, has been promoted
to account coordinator at Mulberry Marketing
Communications in Chicago.
Heather Smith, MLIS, 2016, has been promoted
to children’s services manager at Dorchester Road
Regional Library in North Charleston.
Elizabeth Turner, BA, 2012, has joined Colliers
International in Columbia as marketing coordinator.
Anna Westbury, BA, 2012, has joined USC’s
College of Education as special events and alumni
relations coordinator.
Avery Wilks, BA, 2015, has been awarded first
place in Education Beat Reporting and Individual Use
of Social Media, second place in Government Beat
Reporting and third place in Breaking News Reporting
by the South Carolina Press Association. Wilks is a
reporter with The State newspaper.

Anna Peterson, BA, 2017, has joined the Columbia
Chamber of Commerce as a communications
specialist.
Isabel Posada, BA, 2016, has been elected to the
South Carolina chapter of the Public Relations Society
of America’s Board of Directors as vice president of
membership. Posada is an account coordinator for
Crawford Strategy in Greenville.
David Purtell, BA, 2011, was recognized at the
2017 South Carolina Press Association’s Annual
Awards, where he won first place in Spot News
Photo. In addition, he won second place for Beat
Reporting, General News Photo, Feature Photo and
Sports Action Photo. He was awarded third place
for Government Beat Reporting and Photo Series
or Photo Story. Purtell is a reporter for South Strand
News in Georgetown.

Photo provided by
Emily Abbott

Emily Abbott,
MLIS, 2017, is
a librarian at
Vance-Granville
Community
College in
Henderson, North
Carolina.

Submit your Alumni Notes to duprecm@mailbox.sc.edu
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Donors

THANK YOU,

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Leesa M. Aiken
Morgan D. Arant Jr.
Catherine D. Armer
Elaine Arnold**
Sharon S. Arnold
Kenneth Baldwin Jr.*****
Paula J. Barnett-Ellis
Caryn Elizabeth Barowsky
Thomas Manning Bath
W. Andrew Beeson
Thelma Olivia Bellamy
Jay Bender
Mary Jane Benston
Dorothy E. Bevill
Charles J. Bierbauer**
Mary G. Bizzigotti
Oscar Daniels Black
Katie Bland
Charles Robert Bloom
Johnny Boggs
Kelli S. Boling
Dr. Shannon Arrowood Bowen
Hilary Dyer Brannon
Barry D. Breibart
Margaret J. Brooks
Pamela Brooks
Christopher Atlee Brown
Sarah S. Brown
Stephen M. Brown****
Jack Bryan**
Jeffrey Budd
Charles A. Bundy
Cory Douglas Burkarth
Elizabeth L. Burke
Col. Conrad H. Busch Jr.
Lee Bussell**
Kylie Cafiero
Dale P. Callison
David Campbell**
Heidi Denice Blossom Campbell
Jennifer I. Campbell
Heather Brooke Cantrell

Dr. Shirley Staples Carter****
Connie Casteel
Donald A. Caughman
Mark Caulder**
Dr. Stanley Caulder*****
Dwight Moseley Cauthen Sr.
Tammy D. Cauthen
Ian David Chamberlain
Bettye Anne Chambers**
Gayle L. Chandler
Vanessa Allison Charles
Michael Keith Cherry
Lauren R. Chess
Elizabeth S. Choate**
Lillian Simons Coleman
Dr. Erik L. Collins
Tammy Gibson Compton
Jacqueline S. Corley
David and Gail Corvette*****
Randy D. Covington**
Denis V. Cranstoun
Dylan Leigh Creech
Delaine C. Crose
Robyn Booth Culbertson
Mary Anne Curlee
Charles C. Curran
Frank Dardis
Mohammed Dasser
Emily Katherine Davis
Kelly J. Davis
Shannon Kendrick Davis
Thomas C. Deas Jr.
James Debutts
Jenna Michelle Powers Dingus
William Leon Dodson III
Vernita F. Dore
Marjorie Riddle Duffie
Sandra J. Dunovant
Ashley M. Dusenbury
Jill J. Eaton
Emily Morgan Eckert
William P. Ellerbe
Dr. Ronald T. Farrar

Michael Joseph Fernandez
Douglas John Fisher
Robert Andrew Folks
Beth Fondren
Caroline F. Fox
Christopher Gordon Frear
Rebekah B. Friedman*
Morgan Warner Fuller
Manuel Gaetan**
Dr. Barbara Sisk Gainey
Rex H. Gale
Julia Long Gardner
Grace Isabelle Geary
Melissa F. Gentry**
Leeza Gibbons**
Robert J. Gillespie Jr.**
Emily Glasscock
Aaron Jack Glenn
Eleanor Elaine Goyette
Marilyn M. Gramling
Dr. August E. Grant
Joseph W. Grant Jr.
Barrett Green*****
Ralph Gregory**
Benjamin J. Griffin
McCown Griffin
Therese A. Griffin****
Ernest Claybourne Grigg
Robert G. Gross Jr.
Angela M. Haigler Gee
Rebecca H. Hale
Dr. Bradley Jay Hamm
Jennifer P. Hammond**
Paul H. Hanks Jr.
Doris P. Harrington
Lisa Harris
Dr. Matthew J. Haught
Laura J. Haverkamp
Barbara Lee Helfer
Tamara Michelle Highsmith
Mary Meehan Hill
Boyd Calhoun Hipp
Elisabeth Hitson

Jim L. Hoagland**
Susan C. Hobbs
Jason Kyle Holic
Megan Holt
Kathryn Carson Howard
Bradley Alexander Huebner
Justin Clark Huggins
Howard Hughes
Sigmon Huitt**
Carla Huntzinger
Sarah Gayle Huxford
Vania Grace Nagallo Ibanez
Hailey Marie Ingraham
Kimberly Sue Isiminger
Kesavan Raman Iyer
Marilyn Johanna Jackson
Tani Traskos Jacobson
Gregory John Jawski
Benjamin Colby Jeffords
A. Jerome Jewler
Amanda Nichole Johnson
Bernadette J. Johnson
Brett R. Johnson
Elizabeth Nkuo Johnson
George L. Johnson*****
Deborah Carol Jolly
Eugene Jones**
James Paul Jones
Debra Ann Keels
Haynes L. Kendall Jr.
Lou Kennedy*****
Nancy T. Kennedy
Harriette F. Kerr**
Kaori Fay Klatte
Emily L. Ko
Van L. Kornegay
Cary DuPre Lafaye
Charlie Jean Lake
Sara Barwis Lamberson
Ann E. Lambert
Bruce McKellar Lawrence Jr.
Meghan Lawrie
John J. Lee

Dean’s Circle Society
The Dean’s Circle Society is comprised of alumni, community
leaders and industry advocates who recognize the value and
significance of the College of Information and Communications at
the University of South Carolina. Through the Dean’s Circle Society, we recognize those who annually (July 1-June 30) make a gift
of $1,000+ and young alumni who annually contribute $500+ to
support the college.

Dean’s Circle Society
Recognition Levels
Young Alumni Level - $500*
Dean’s Level - $1,000**
President’s Level - $1,801***
Scholar’s Level - $2,500****
Master’s Level - $5,000*****
Asterisks in the Donor List indicate
Dean’s Circle Society members.
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Is your name missing from the Donor List? There may be a reason why:
1.) You made your gift before November 1, 2017 or after April 5, 2018. 2.) Your gift was designated to another college or
SPRING/SUMMER
‘18
program.
If you believe your name has been omitted in error, please contact earnold@sc.edu.

Bailey Annabelle Lindsay
Dr. Nicole Corinne
Lockhart
Matthew Allen Long
Virginia P. Looper
Jacquelyn D. Lopez
Virginia C. Lopiccolo
Mary Catherine Love
Ralph T. Lowrimore II
Hawa Lukulay
Jennifer Madden
Nina W. Maddux
Alexander Michael Mahan
Zeina Makky
Michaela Cullinan Mamele
Alice Duhon Mancini
Toni P. Martin
Jessica Boulware Masanotti
Kate A. Maxwell
Dr. Carmen D. Maye
Gayle Joanne McCarthy
Susan W. McCoy**
John McCray**
Sandra Leigh McDaniel
Chris McDonald
Brenda Bell McDowell
Dr. Brooke Weberling
McKeever
Mary Elizabeth Tucker
McLaughlin
Janet McKittrick Meko
Anida P. Mims
Cody T. Mitchell Esq.
Kenneil Starlen Mitchell
Fred J. Monk**
Frank Moore
Candace Ann Moorer
Page Morris
William Morris III**
Melissa M. Mortimer
James M. Mount
Aimee Michele Murray
Brian Jaleel Murray
Chad E. Nabors**
Alexander B. Noe Jr.
Thomas Nordby
John David Norris Sr.
Mike O’Connell
Therese O’Connor
Kevin P. O’Donnell
Alexandria E. O’Hara
Jane K. Olsgaard
Katherine Graziano
O’Malley
Clayton Keith Owen**
Ashley Louise Owens

Levona Page
Justine Palis
Anthony Palmer
Diane Veto Parham
Leah Hyatt Peace
Barbara M. Pearson
Stephanie Jean Pendrys
Kathy Pettit
J. Michael Petty**
Carolyn Delores Phillips
Stefanie Corinne Pidgeon
William D. Poe Jr.
Christopher Howard Porter
Geah Nicole Pressgrove
Joy H. Price
Channing Shane Prince
Ainsley Earhardt Proctor
Virginia Taylor Prunty
Ashley Emma Pullen
Michael W. Quinn
Mario S. Ramos
Rachel M. Rankin
Marc E. Rapport
Nigel L. J. Ravenhill
Dan William Reaves
Dr. Tom Reichert***
Greg V. Rickabaugh
Bruce Ritchie
Tracey Robinson
Kristen H. Rocco
Wim Roefs
William C. Rogers
Lindsay Catherine Rogillio
James H. Rokosny
Holly M. Rollins
Kristin Paige Roper
Lt. Col. Mariane F. Rowland
Anna Torbit Rushing
Janice Sanders*****
Dr. Marilyn S. Sarow
Anna Groos Saunders
Erin L. Schuetze
Rachel Hope Scola
Douglas Richard Scott
Carol E. Shearin
Alex B. Shedd
Dr. M. Kent Sidel
Arlecia Simmons
Marshall Henry Simmons
Michael Brent Simmons**
Chinell S. Singletary
Dr. Hilary Fussell Sisco
Dr. Diana Sisson
Shawn Martin Skillman
Dawn M. Smith
Elizabeth M. Smith

Jennifer Cooke Smith
Dr. Laura Smith**
Meredith Ann Smith
Adam R. Snyder
Betty Lou Solomon
Shirley Sprenne
Walt Sprouse
Margaret M. Porter Stanley
Dr. Lowndes F. Stephens
R. Todd Stephens**
Keith Stover**
Dr. Elnora W. Stuart
Kerry G. Stubbs
Jennifer R. Swift
Whitney Michelle Tackett
Dr. Andrea H. Tanner
Janet E. Tarbox*****
Kathryn Lee Taylor
Jane M. Temple**
Ronda F. Templeton
Kela Thomas***
Capt. Larry Thomas****
Anita M. Thomason
Janice Clarke Thompson
Lauren Quick Todd
Ernie Trubiano
Catherine Dreher Trzcinski
Vickie A. Turnage
Elizabeth Underwood
Lonna Versluys
Latonya N. Vines
Alice O. Walker
Jonathan David Walker
Beatriz Pascual Wallace
Margaret Wallace
Maj. Barry D. Walters
James H. Wannamaker III
Robert C. Warden
Stephanie L. Warren
Dr. Linda M. Waskow
Alice Wasson
Karen Bennett Waterfield
Hope Elizabeth Watson*
Larry James Webster Jr.
Gregory L. Weekes
David L. Weintraub
Wendy Welch
Ferrell P. Wellman
Kimberly A. Wellman
Stefanie Wendt
Leila S. Wenthe**
Lois Duke Whitaker**
David L. White
Ernest L. Wiggins**

Charles D. Williams
Justin Williams
Travis Michael Williams
Phyllis R. Williamson
Maggie Jane Winterfeldt
Ashley L. Wofford
Deborah K. Woolley
Samantha Hope Yager
Dr. Youda Zhu
Mary Katherine Zorn
CORPORATE DONORS
America’s Charities
The Boeing Company
BP Corporation North
America, Inc.*****
BP Foundation, Inc. ****
Buffalo Wild Wings
Charleston County
Bar Assocation****
Chernoff Newman,
LLC *****
Fox News Network, LLC
Gibbons Family Trust
Go To Team****
Historic Columbia
Foundation
Merrill Lynch
Morris Communications
Company, LLC
Nelson Mullins Riley &
Scarborough, LLP
Nephron Pharmaceuticals
Corporation
South Carolina Broadcasters
Association*****
WYFF News 4**

For more
information on
how to be a
Donor
Elaine Arnold
Sr. Director of
Development
earnold@sc.edu
Hope Watson
Asst. Director of
Development
branhahe@mailbox.
sc.edu
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222 donations.
Over $234,000 raised.
We are #Grateful4Garnet.
Thank you to the many donors who supported the CIC during
the university’s first-ever giving day, #Give4Garnet. Your help
establishing the Carolina Command Center, our state-of-theart social media monitoring lab, will have a powerful impact on
our students, our faculty and our community.

